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Icome to a new 

century of Wrestling 

World magazine. 

We’ve been around 

for 37 years now, 
since 1963 to be exact, took a brief 
hiatus for the last half of ’99, 
and now surge forward into 
what looks like uncharted 
waters for professional 
wrestling in general. As | write, 
the entire future of pro 
wrestling on television hangs 
in the balance. The WWF on 
USA? Or on MTV? Or on 
TNN? The ECW on TNN? Or 
on Fox? Does anybody really 
care? The WWF was asked by 
UPN to tone down its 
Smackdown on Thursdays. It 
did and the ratings went up. 
Go figure. 

Meanwhile, all across the 
country, rogue federations like 
the XPW and CZW (both cov- 
ered herein) are making their 
savage and bloody presence 
felt. Yeah, no matter if you love the 
new direction or hate it as a purist 
(or prude), wrestling is getting more 
violent, outrageously sexier, bloody 
and extreme. Extreme’s the key 
word. Just like in my other maga- 
zine, Metal Maniacs, where extreme 
music is definitely where the action 
is, extreme wrestling seems to be a 
harbinger of what’s in store for all of 
us in the future. Even within the 
WCW and WWF (two corporate 
giants being led kicking and 
screaming into the extreme 
because they know that’s what 
young fans want these days), are 
planning wilder action, more blood, 
more boobs, and to hell with the 
consequences. Haven’t you noticed 

_ the effect that the ECW has had on 
the WWF. You can tell just by the 
introductions. | recently saw a pre- 
ECW WWF tape and it was SO 
mild! Bingo, the ECW comes along 
and damn if the WWF isn’t smart 
enough to glom on to some of 
ECW’s extremities. Now the WWF 
is truly where the action is and the 
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WCW and even ECW are scram- 
bling for their very survival. 

Oh, by the way, let me introduce 
myself. 

You’ve been used to longtime ed. 
Steve Ciacciarelli. Well, get used to 


me now ‘cause Steve’s gone. He 
did a great job with the mag for over 
a decade. He’s a great guy and | 
wish him nothing but success in his 
future endeavors. Unlike Steve, 
though, | specialize in EXTREME. 
Extreme music. Extreme sport. 

Even Extreme women (don’t ask). 
Wrestling World’s gonna be a little 
bloodier than usual, a little sexier 
and a little more blunt. When Steve 
wanted ECW coverage way back 
when, | was the reporter he turned 
to. 

My fascination with pro wrestling 
started when | was a kid: Saturday 
nights from Washington DC on 
Channel 5 in New York. | used to 
beg and plead my grandfather to let 
me watch it. Unfortunately, | think it 
was Gunsmoke that got in the way 
and | spent many nights crying in 
my room. Before you start feeling 
too sorry for me, grandpa gave in 
quickly enough and shortly there- 
after it was Ray Morgan announcing 
WWWF action every Saturday night 


in my grandparents’ small Newark, 


NJ apartment where my mom and | 
lived. How | loved sitting on the 
floor for two hours next to grand- 
pa’s big chair and thrilling to 
Haystacks Calhoun, Arnold 
Skoaland, Baron Mikel Scicluna 

_ from the Isle of Malta (with a roll 
of dimes in his fist) and others. 
Grandpa got to love wrestling too. 
In fact, he wound up taking me to 
The Ritz Theater in Elizabeth, N.J. 
where we got in the dressing 
rooms to have our pictures taken 
with Captain Lou Albano. 

When Ray Morgan was fired, | 
felt betrayed, hurt and angry. 
Back then, | believed wrestling 
was real. Ray made it sound so 
real. This new guy, Vince 
McMahon, Jr., was terrible! What 
a doofus! He had that deer- 
| caught-in-headlights stare and he 
never seemed to know what to 
say or ask the wrestlers. | later 
learned he was the son of the 
owner and hated him even more 
for that. | wanted Ray Morgan 
back. | was also watching the IWA 
at my cousin Cary’s house in 
Cranford, NJ and thrilling to new 
exotic wrestlers like Ox Baker. By 
then | was also old enough to go to 
Madison Square Garden every 
month where I’d sell wrestling mag- 
azines on the corner of 33" Street 
and Seventh Avenue (maybe even 
this one!), to make enough money 
to see the card. Pedro Morales was 
champ at the time, most of the fans 
were Latin and I’d hawk the mags in 
Spanish! “Revistas de lucha libre,” 
I’d yell real loud, “cinguenta cen- 
tavos o dos por un dolar!” 
(“Wrestling magazines, 50 cents or 
two for a dollar.”) Invariably, I’d 
catch Vince getting out of a car 
heading for the stagedoor entrance. 
I'd yell at him close up, “you doof! 
You stink! Bring back Ray Morgan!” 
He’d look at me with a slightly 
bemused sneer and keep walking. | 
must've taunted him like that five or 
six times. 


Continued on page 16 


“Dead Guys 
Dont Eat!’ 


by Patty Therre 


jobs, wrestling in all too few match- 
es. Eventually, he landed in Mexico 
where he was spotted by Antonio 
Pena who, after a few weeks of 
watching Hodgkinsen train, dubbed 
x him El Vampiro Canadienese (The 
Canadian Vampire). Within a month, 
Vampiro The Canadian Vampire was 
a huge Mex success story, winning 
the EMLL and UWA Heavyweight 
titles and becoming a bigtime fan 
favorite throughout the country. 
Vampiro seemed to be on top of the 
world from 1997 to 1993, regularly 
>, Selling out 18,000+ seat arenas in 
Mexico as well as playing frontman 
for his own rock’n’roll band, 
aptly named Vampiro. 
However, not all was well 
in the life of lan Hodgkinson. 
He and Konnan, a Mexican 
superstar atthe time, had a 
falling out leading to some 
very serious threats made by 
Konnan. The past is just that, 
but the heat that developed 
between The Canadian Vampire 
and Konnan led to real-life strife 
when Hodgkinson made his way 
back to the United States and 
into World Championship 


Wrestling. Ip aire of 1998, Terry 
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, CW aark angel 
Vampiro, born lan 
Hodgkinson in 
Thunder Bay Ontario 
Canada, calls 


Hodgkinson 


Montreal home. Before becoming a 
wrestler, he was drafted by a thenwentto 
Canadian Hockey League team but Los Angeles, living — 
lasted all of half a season, for it is on the streets, hanging 


wrestling that is in his blood (and with punks, working odd 
punk rock). When he first followed 
his dreams to Montreal, he worked 
as ring boy, during which he met 
and informally trained with Abdullah 
The Butcher. Always a restless teen, 


his is a list of who we think 
are the top 20 heavyweight 
champions of all time. Yeah, 
that’s right. Want to make 
something of it? We hope you 
do. Write to Wrestling World, c/o Sterling 
Macfadden, 233 Park Avenue South, New 
York, NY 10003. Let us Know who we 
should have included. Let us know who we 
should NOT have included! This list 
changed SO many times during produc- 
tion. At one time we had The Fabulous 
Moolah, longtime woman champ; Antonio 
Inoki, longtime Japanese champ; Sky Lo 
Lo, longtime midget champ; but, in the 
end, we settled on stateside men of heavy- 
weight size. The countdown begins on 
page 29. Have fun.—Mike Greenblatt® 


> 
“/ 
ay > TE 
A y 4 
2) 4 
1. Hulk Hogan F vs oY Bee | y Ban A 
2. Bruno Sammartino | | a. 
3. Ric Flair =a | = ws _ a 
4. Lou Thesz ra - 8) NG Reese 


Tazz, holding his ECW belt, was 
an incredibly brutal champion for 
almost two straight years. He was 
on an early draft of this list. 
Photo: Frank White 


5. Verne Gagne . 
6. Buddy Rogers 

7. Steve Austin 

8. Nick Bockwinkle 
9. Bret Hart 

10. Harley Race 
11. Bob Backlund 
12. Dory Funk, Jr. 
13. Jack Brisco 

14. Terry Funk 

15. Pedro Morales 
16. Shawn Michaels © 
17. Dusty Rhodes 
18. Mick Foley 
19. Superstar Billy Graham 
20. The Rock 


Bruno (#2) vs. Superstar (#19). 


Terry Funk, #76. 
Photo: Jeff Eisenberg: 
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Barbarian! 


Create a fierce, bloodthirsty warrior and send him off to 
conquer an entire island! Only one will reign supreme 
and bring home the Island Emperor trophy! 


It’s the latest innovation from the TWA! 


How to Play 


Name your Barbarian and pick 5 of the seventeen weapons that can be used. These 
weapons are given values from 1 to 8 (2 weapons each) and one weapon is given the value 
of 9. The values change each cycle. Besides picking the weapons, you must also choose 
which of the island provinces you wish to conquer. 

Each province attacked by more than one barbarian will settle ownership of that 
province through single battles, each contestant against all others vying for that province. 

Barbarians are rewarded points according to the difference between their total weapon 
points and their opponent’s. The most points possible are 39 and the least 9. If a barbarian 
loses by more than 20 points he is considered wounded and will be killed if he loses any 
other battle that cycle. If a barbarian loses by 25 or more points, he is killed and removed 
from the game (the player can create a new one next cycle.) All barbarians killed will be 
buried in the Cave of Slain Warriors which will be posted in the bulletins. If only one 
player picks a province, that province becomes his territory. 

After play, the province map is redone to show who won which province as their 
kingdom. Those players not on the map will receive a new island to invade. “Kings,” those 
who own provinces from before, can also try out the new island as well. Besides this, all 
“Kings” will fight it out that same cycle to take over completely the whole first island by 
conquering all the other map barbarians. Island Emperors will receive a TROPHY so 
stating. Each cycle a new island will be created to conquer with various amount of 
provinces involved. 

Fill out this form and send it with $1 to Barbarian, Box 5037, Willowick, Ohio 44095. 
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Address SSE 


City, State, Zip 


Weapons 
My warrior will try to conquer the province of ___ 


My warrior will use the following 


1 
I 
| 
I 
1 
{ 
I 
I 
I 
My barbarian’s name 
| 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 7 weapons for an all-out battle: 
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Hulk Hogan versus Andre the Giant 
at WrestleMania 3 


n the first of our series looking 
back at classic matches, we 
recall the first time Hulk 
Hogan faced the late great 
Andre the Giant.-Ed 


The pinnacle of the last golden 
age of wrestling, WrestleMania 3 
set records that 
stand to this 
day. Held at 
Michigan’s 
Pontiac 
Silverdome 
on March 29, 
1987, the 
event drew a 
capacity 
crowd of 
93,175 and 
millions of 
pay-per-view 
subscribers. 
Besides 
appearances 
by 
Entertainment 
Tonight’s 
Mary Hart, 
"Mr. 

Baseball" Bob 
Uecker and 
"The Queen 
Of Soul" 
Aretha 
Franklin (who 
opened the fes- 
tivities with a rousing rendition of 
"America the Beautiful"), the third in 
what has become professional 
wrestling’s answer to the 
Superbowl saw Jake "The Snake" 
Roberts take on the guitar-wielding 
Honky Tonk Man, Harley Race 
defeat the Junk Yard Dog, and, in 
what was arguably both combat- 
ants’ greatest match, Ricky "The 
Dragon" Steamboat outlast Randy 
"Macho Man" Savage. 
WrestleMania 3 will always be 
remembered, however, for its head- 
line match, which, for the first time, 
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pitted Andre the Giant against Hulk 
Hogan. 

Although Hogan had faced tough 
opponents before, including the lron 
Sheik, and King Kong Bundy (whom 
he bested in WrestleMania 2), he 
had never wrestled the legendary 


Andre the Giant. 


A fan favorite for years, the seven 
foot-four inch "Eighth Wonder of the 
World" had been a longtime friend 
and comrade of Hogan. The duo 
even donned masks and wrestled as 
a tagteam for a brief spell. Bothered 
that he never received the accolades 
that the Heavyweight Championship 
was now constantly being showered 
with, however, the Giant demanded 
his fair shake. 

After a brief stare-down in the 
center of the ring, Hogan attempted 
to reach out and speak to his friend. 
The Giant responded by roughly 


shoving the champ. Hogan returned 
fire and attempted to bodyslam 
Andre, but his massive form was 
too much for the Hulkster, who col- 
lapsed on the mat with his huge 
opponent on top. After kicking out 
on a close count, the battle contin- 
ued with the momentum shifting 

back and forth 
until Hogan 
took over, 
found the 
strength to 
lift and 
bodyslam 
the giant, 
apply his 
trademark 
leg drop and 
administer 
the pin. 

Not only 
was it the 
first time 
Andre was 
cleanly 
pinned in his 
long presti- 
gious 
career, but it 
marked a 
passing of 
the torch of 
Swe sorts, with 
may The Giant, 

\yY nearing the 

end of his 

career, bowing gracefully in defeat. 
Although Hogan’s popularity had 
skyrocketed since his appearance 
in the film Rocky 3, many wrestling 
aficionados consider the outcome 
of this match as the birth of 
Hulkamania. 

Andre the Giant, who passed 
away in 1993, would face Hogan in 
the ring again, including a match in 
the championship tournament and 
WrestleMania IV in 1988, but it 
paled in comparison to the display 
they put on the first time they met in 
the squared circle.--Vinny Cecolini@ 
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celebrity hockey event. 
By Debbie Sellnow 
and Vinny Cecolini 


Photo: Globe 


[former NHL star Ted Irvine, 
who, during the 1960s and 
1970s, played for the 
Rangers, Kings, and Blues] 
fought many a battle on its 
famed ice. | always wanted to 
wrestle in the Winnipeg arena, 
where | witnessed so many 
classic matches. Now | get 
that opportunity. | can’t wait 
to make my debut inside of a 
WWF ring and do what | do 
best: entertain all of the 
Jerichoholics. My convictions 
and beliefs won’t change and 
neither will my style! I’ll still be 
amusing and amazing, just in 
a different forum." 


In a little over a year since 
making one of the greatest 
wrestling entrances of all time, 
Chris Jericho has used his in- 
ring talent and strong micro- 
phone skills to turn the WWF 
upside down and, in the 
process, become one of its 
most popular stars. He has 
worn two of the federation’s 
most prestigious belts, the 
Intercontinental 
Championship and the 
Heavyweight Championship, 
although he was criminally : 
stripped of the latter just moments 
after strapping it around his waist 
for the first time. One of the most 
talented athletes ever to step inside 
the squared circle, Y2J’s best days 
in the WWF remain in front of him. 

The New York-born/Winnipeg 
Canadian-reared Jericho grew up 
watching three federations: Stu 
Hart’s (independent federation) 
Stampede Wrestling, the American 
Wrestling Association (AWA) and, of 
course, the WWF. Although a tal- 
ented hockey player, he decided 
against following in his father’s 
footsteps, enrolling in the journalism 
program at Red River College after 
graduating high school. [His journal- 
ism has resulted in a popular ongo- 
ing rock’n’roll column for Metal 
Edge magazine called "Metal Is 
Jericho."--Ed.] His life would 
change, however, when he was 
introduced to the world of wrestling 
and began setting up rings for 
Winnipeg-based promoter Bob 
Holliday in 1989. At 19, he joined 
the Hart Brothers School of 
Wrestling and entered patriarch Stu 
Hart’s notorious “Dungeon.” 

There was a 1998 story going 
around that Jericho had become 
disillusioned with wrestling and was 
contemplating trying out for a minor 
league hockey team. "That was a 
prefabricated Internet rumor," says 
Y2J. "I love hockey and | used to 
play when | was growing up in high 
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Y2J/ & Road Dogg 


Photo: Globe 


school, but | quit playing to train for 
wrestling. I’m too old now to start 
playing hockey. I’m in my 30s! It’s 
kind of late to start in a new sport." 

His professional surname inspired 
by the Bible, a comic book charac- 
ter, and a heavy metal album 


“X-Pac is a true 
pioneer because 
five years ago 
there were very 
few small guys. He 
has singlehandedly 
helped change 
that.” 


(Helloween’s Walls of Jericho), he 
began his professional wrestling 
career nearly a decade ago in 
Canada (October 2, 1990, to be 
exact) making a solid name for him- 
self in the early 90s, wrestling 
mostly in Japan and Mexico. 
Started out with Calgary’s CNWA 
promotion, teaming with fellow Hart 


Family graduate and current 
WCW star Lance Storm as 
Sudden Impact. Later the duo 
would wrestle as The 
Thrillseekers in the now- 
defunct Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling. Although he is 
charismatic and as well known 
for his work on the microphone 
as his antics in the ring, 
Jericho says his love and work 
will always be “wrestling first.” 

"| was nurtured in Japan and 
Mexico," he says. "There are 
things that | did 10 years ago, 
that | can still whip out if the 
timing is right, because | 
learned them from the masters 
of high flying maneuvers in 
Japan. 

“When | worked in Mexico,” 
he continues, “I! met The 
Ultimo Dragon. He took me to 
Japan where | met [current 
WWF star and Jericho rival] 
Chris Benoit who took me to 
the ECW [Extreme 
Championship Wrestling out of 
Philadelphia, Pennsyvlania]. 
That was the first big break | 
ever had in the States and it 
was a real good experience. 
ECW was the first chance | 
ever had to really get into [the 
American style of wrestling]. It was 
my first national exposure in the 
United States and there were a lot 
of good people there. | was only 
there for six months and | per- 
formed sporadically since | was still 
working in Japan.” 

Jericho only worked 22 matches 
in ECW. He agrees with critics that 
the ECW has had a sustaining 
affect on the entire wrestling indus- 
try. "Paul E. [Heyman] is definitely a 
pioneer and ECW continues to have 
[a stable of] tremendous wrestlers," 
he continues. "If it wasn’t for Paul 
E. | don’t think Dean Malenko, Chris 
Benoit or Rey Mysterio would have 
been able to show off just how 
unbelievably talented they were.” 

That’s not the only guy in 
wrestling that Y2J thinks is a pio- 
neer. Jericho points to, of all peo- 
ple, X-Pac! “Yeah, X-Pac [real 
name: Shawn Waltman] is also a 
true pioneer.” Why? “Because five 
years ago, there were very few 
small guys. He has singlehandedly 
helped changed that." 

Not only did Chris Benoit intro- 
duce Jericho to ECW, he also 
helped him gain entrance into 
WCW. "Chris Benoit took a tape of 
my matches to [WCW President 
Eric] Bischoff," recalls Jericho. "| 
performed at a show in Los Angeles 
put together by [by Japanese 
wrestling legend] Antonio Inoki in 
1996. It was there where | met 


Bischoff for the first time. That was 
how | landed in Atlanta." 

Like The Rock in the WWF, 
despite hard fought matches and 
brilliant displays of talent, it wasn’t 
until Jericho changed his attitude 
and developed his microphone 
skills that the WCW fans accepted 
him. "It took about a year and a 
half," he admits. "It was that long 
before | was able to get into 
things." 

Despite his hard work and obvi- 
ous talent, Jericho was seen by 
WCW officials as a lifelong mid- 
carder rather than as a headliner. 
Boy, were they wrong, so wrong 
that Jericho’s dramatic attempt to 
start an angle with headliner 
Goldberg was quickly quashed by 
the WCW powers that be. "They 
decided internally that it was some- 
thing they didn’t want to continue 
although we worked at it for two 
months," he recalls. Some of the 
WCW higher-ups decided they did- 
n't want to do that and | guess 
Goldberg was just too scared, too 
scared that | would break 

his streak. It 
proves he’s 
just a product 
of the system. 
He’s just pro- 
paganda and 
not the man 
that they 
thought he 
was. | exposed 
him for the 
sham that he 
is to the 
American pub- 
lic.” 


So...the 
question 
remains. Who 
would win ina 
real match 
between Chris 
Jericho and 
Goldberg. Y2J 
sneers at the 
thought. "I 
could beat 
Goldberg. He’s 
green. He’s 
only been 
wrestling for a 
couple of 
years. I’ve 
been wrestling 
for [nearly a 
decade]. | 
have more 
experience 
than he does and I’m smarter than 
he is. | may not be as big but that 
doesn’t mean much." 

Jericho says his hardest-fought 
matches have come against his 
friends, including “The Canadian 


I’m smarter than he 
is. I may not be as big 
but that doesn’t 
mean much." 


Crippler” Chris Photo: Fran Strine 
Benoit. Y2JU has 
nothing but praise 
for Benoit (who 
recently, at the 
WWF 6/00 pay- 
per-view, “King Of 
The Ring,” won by 
Kurt Angle, went 
nuts and lost his 
chance to win the 
event when he 
repeatedly 
slammed a chair 
down on an 
already injured 
Rikishi just to 
prove his bad-ass 
mean side). "He’s 
the best wrestler 
I’ve ever fought," 
admits Jericho. 
"He’s very 
intense, very pow- 
erful, and very 
smart. He’s just all 
around a great 
wrestler and a 
great technician. 


“Goldberg is a 
product of the 
system. He’s pure 
propaganda, not the 
man everyone thinks 
he is. I exposed him 
as a sham to the 
American 
could beat 
He’s green. He’s only 
been wrestling for a 
couple of years. I’ve 
been wrestling for 10. 
I have more ere 
ence.than he 


ublic. I 
oldberg. 


"One of my 
favorite match- 
es took place 
in the summer 
of 1995,” Chris 
continues, 
“when | fought 
Ultimo Dragon 
in Tokyo, 
Japan. In the 
states, my 
favorite match 
took place at a 
house show 
[non-televised card] in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. It was a benefit for [the 
late] WCW referee Mark Curtis. It 
was me and Eddie Guerrero 
against Dean Malenko and Chris 


oes. 


Benoit. And people always talk 
about my ECW match against 
Sabu [in Jim Thorpe, PA] a few 
years ago [available on the 
“Extreme Warfare Volume II” 
videotape]. It wasn’t my best 
match, but a lot of people really 
like it. | had a lot of good matches 
in ECW. Sabu was really good, 
Rob Van Dam, Tazz, and Pitbull 2 
were all good competitors." 
Unfortunately, it appears that the 
career of one of his most worthy 
adversaries, Ultimo Dragon, might 
be over. "Basically, he was 
butchered by inept doctors," says 
Jericho. "He went in for a basic 
bone chip removal operation, 
which many guys have had, and 
ended up out of a job and out of a 
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™ career. | hope he 


| comes back, 
because he is one of 

| the greatest 

| wrestlers of all time." 


While he regrets 


| not having the 


chance to wrestle 


) Bret Hart, he is 


happy as he contin- 


| ues to make his way 
| through WWF's ros- 


ter of talent. "I’ve 
pretty much honed 


| my style so that | can 
» wrestle anybody," 
| beams Jericho. 


"There were guys in 


) the WCW who | 


=) loved to wrestle and 


other guys who | did- 


n't really like to work 
) with as much, but 


you just have to work 
harder at those 
matches to make 
them [memorable]." 
He also laments 


» not being able to 
| realize his dream of 


} wrestling Shawn 
| Michaels, who 


recently hung up his 
boots. "| didn’t mind 
it at all when | was 

being called the next 


Shawn Michaels," admits Jericho. 
"If | have to be compared to some- 
one, why not be compared to 
someone who | think is one of the 
best ever. If | was a guitar player 


and someone 
wrote that | 
sounded like 


| Eddie Van 


Halen, I’d be 
proud. I’m not 
a copy of 


) Michaels, but 


I’m definitely 


| influenced by 


him. | was a 


| big fan of his 


tagteam The 


| Rockers, who 


were faster 


| and more 
} exciting than 


| anyone else at 


| Jericho is not 


the time." 
Although 


sure (or will not 


} divulge) just 
|) where he is 


. were 
2s ap On, =F, 


« SSSR, Ss ee 
mem \ Cy 


= 


|) sloppy kiss on the mug of 


| Stephanie McMahon. "The WWF 


Y2J/. vs. The Rock 


continues to provide me witha 
forum to create havoc and interest 
in what I’m doing with the guys | 
work with," he says. "I’ve been 
working hard my whole career and 
each step I’ve taken with a different 


"Tl didn’t mind it at all when I was 
being called the next Shawn 
Michaels. If I have to be compared to 


a 
of his tagteam The Rockers, who 
were faster and more exciting than 


anyone else at the time.” 


) headed next in the powerhouse that 
) is the WWF, he assures his fans that 
§ it will be fun and exciting. Recently, 

| he surprisingly planted a huge wet 


the time. Each step has benefited 


wrestling business is that you 
always know when it is time to 


company, in a different place, was 
a move | thought | had to make at 


my career. The thing with the 


move on. | just felt that there was 
no chance for me to do anything 
more in WCW. | could have stayed 
there and enjoyed it, but it would 
have not been pushing my career 
for the better. If and when | reach 
the point that | feel I’m 
good enough, it is time to 


retire." 
Besides his busy 


wrestling career, Jericho is 
an avid heavy metal music 
fan, loving lron Maiden, and 
performing as frontman in 
his own rock band Fozzie 
(originally named Fozzie 


Osbourne until Ozzy 


Osbourne’s management 
complained). Fozzie will 
make its recording debut 


soon on Megaforce 


Records, a debut that is 
already half-recorded. The 
band also features mem- 
bers of Atlanta rap met- 
allers Stuck Mojo. They’re 
planning to film a 20-minute 
Spinal Tap-ish mockumen- 
tary to coincide with the 
record’s release this fall. 

"| just enjoy getting together with 
friends, having fun, and 
some metal," says the self-anointed 
Ayatollah of Rock and Rolla. "It is 
my goal to make this a Jerichoholic 
Metal Nation."® 


Photo: Globe 


playing 


“AMAZING INSIDE 


"YOUR HOTLINE 
IS THE BEST 
AND CHEAPEST! 
DON'T CHANGE 
A THING!" 


P.G. ST. PETERSBURG, FL 


“a 


y 
J 


“HOT GOSSIP!" 


(SIZZLING RUMORS) 


-900-820-2010 


It's great! The longest running Hotline in pro wrestling history. Why spend hours in 
front of aTV or computer screen when you can get the latest rapid-fire reports in 
minutes? It's informative and easy. Dynamic daily reports by High Noon Eastern time. 
Super! Be the smartest fan around by punching up 1-900-820-2010 NOW! 


Fans under 18, get @) \ 2 00 \ THAT'S FOR THE WHOLE CALL- 
your parents okay. n y a rs | Ca NOT A MINUTE! 


PHONE: 1-401-946-5720 


FAX: 1-401- 946-8492 
E-Mail: FigInc@aol.com 


Address: FIGURES INC. HOURS Monday-Friday -9a.m.-8 p.m. EST THE WRESTLING 


Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI102919 (EST) Closed Sunday [ined SUPERSTORE™ 


Belt Comes with 1 nameplate. 
Choose from the following: 


WLW World Heavyweight Championship Gelt Replica 


* Goldberg This exact-scale replica of the WCW World Heavyweight Championship 
*Kevin Nash belt measures 4 feet 8 inches long & is made of simulated leather the 
* Ric Flair exact thickness of the original, It features: 

* Sting 


* 3 goldtone metal medallions cast from the original-the center medal- 
lion measures 12 inches tall! 


*"Goldberg" gold metal nameplate is interchangeable 


for future use OUR PRICE: 
+ Fastened by 8 snaps on each side $1 50. 00 


; Medallions are ornamented by 22 faux ruby studs 


NOW YOU CAN OWN A DELUXE FULL-SIZE REPLICA 
OF THE WCW WORLD HEAVY WEIGHT BELT!I! 


©2000 World Championship Wrestling 


Mini WCW World Heavyweight 
Championship Belt Replica 


-Made from same material as $ 30, 00 each 


WCW WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP BELT Se full size replica 


A) KIDS VERSION #WCW18 WOW CRI -Measures 12 Inches long 

B) NWO KIDS VERSION (red or black) . CHAMPIONSHIP BELT REPLICA | ronrer plate measures 
mil C) U.S. Heavyweight es #WCW22 3.v2 inches high 

WOH WoRtD nS CHNemS peur REpLICAY D) Cruiserweight ‘Use as a wrsitband 


: E) Tag Team 
NWO Blac: VERSION “ewewe7. | F) Television pe see ak al 


: 4 Tae - 

WOW TAG TEAM CHa tONSHP BELT REPLICA 
Choose from: 150.00 
1) New 1999 Belt EACH 

2) Old Belt Version 


. A) ECW World Heavyweight Replica Belt 
B) ECW Tag Team Replica Belt 
C) ECW Television Replica Belt 


Each belt is an exact scale replica, measures 4 feet 2 inches long. 
Weighs approximately 4 pounds. 

The strap is made of simulated leather. 

Center medallion measures 10.5 inches tall on the World and TV belt. 
It measures 9.5 inches tall on the Tag Team belt. 

Belt and strap are exact thickness and plates are 2 MM thick. 

World Belt has simulated orange snake skin on back. Tag has simulated purple snake skin 


©2000 Extrenie Championship Wrestling 


PAYMENT TERMS: PHONE NUMBERS: ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED SOP AERTS cuLan 
CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH, DRDERSOUESTONS PLEASE CALL * ALL ITEMS AREIN peo | US, SHIPPING IS $5.00 WRESTLING CATALOG: 


MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. z SEND $2.00 FORA COPY 
1-401-946-5720 INTERNATIONAL ORDERS weLcomeo | PER TOTAL ORDER Aerene ceeciane 


NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO (ADD $25.00S/HPERTOTALORDER) |  (QVER $100.00 ADD $7.00) SEND $1.00 FOR A COPY 


30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 1-401-946-8492 


: PHONE: 1-401-946-5720 


FAX: 1-401- 946-8492 


E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 
HOURS Monday-Friday -9a.m.-8 p.m. EST 


Address: FIGURES INC. ete Hot ayed bi 
O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI02919 (EST) ClosedSunday. 


restlingsuperstor 


THE WRESTLING 
SUPERSTORE™ 


LEGENDS OF WRESTLING cy 


6 INCH ACTION FIGURES Choose from: 


-Regular King Kong Bundy 

-Blood Splattered King Kong Bundy 
-Regular Abdullah The Butcher 

-Blood Splattered Abdullah The Butcher 


* Highly detailed with 3 points of articulation -Regular Killer Kowalski 


« Compatible with other 6 inch action figures on the marketnow _ . . 
» Limited to only 10,000 figures and each figure comes mint on card Blood Splattered Killer Kowalski 
-Regular Ivan Putski 


COMING SOON! 
Series 5 - Tony Atlas -Blood Splattered Ivan Putski 


Series 6 - lron Sheik 


ee. 


LEGENDS 
or 
PROFESSIONAL 


WRESTLING 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
NEW WWF ACTION FIGURES: WWF SUPERSTARS THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION FIG! 

By Jakks Toys (1996-1999) » New line of WWF 

Action Figures 

based on some of the most popular W 


estars, Each NAS. OAT ALLOTHER WRESTLING 
fea 2 "Bone Crunching Sound” vihen ; WWF HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 
action auc are 6 rail **(all mint in package)** (7990 - 1994) 


ALL JAKKS FIGURES ARE $15.00 EACH 1 ; ‘Sic 1)WoAd Tod Team All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 


Headshrinker Samu Tatanka #1 Brutus Beefcake #1 
OR {ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Re >: a Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2 Hacksaw Duggan #17 
Choose fr Eiilatado ts Undertaker st 
ose from: 25 fj tador LBS. indertaker = 

Apt Series , 
Seen cals #1 (Blue Pants) . t Hacksaw Duggan #2 
Bret Hart €1 (BlackShit/Pink Pants) ies} 41 Guserweioha Charopion Uitiesate Warrioe #3 Pueple Trunks]...$50.00¢2. __Utimate Warrior #2 (White }. $39.00 ea, 
edSeias Alani Fret So iy com aon Dogg ela ah DaTerig eee $40.02, Ultimate Warrior #1 (Green Trunks) $35.09 ea. 
VaderBret ni rants) 
“Shane Michal (Red Ost) idee sien LTV Ounaa 7 Euspeat changin. Toughmun Chimp Avice Oumar | Reg! he ———————~ $30 niga $$ hn 
3rd Series Ae none Cold-Test-Road Dogg-The Rock SERIES 4 Hulk Hogan #3 (with Hullraplex) —. $30.00 8a. Randy Savage (King w/ Crown)... $30.00 ea. 

X-PacShane McMahon wher y Savage 
dep tional ary FSid'British Bulldoy 1) darwor Heavywesghin 2) é-Man Tag Feam 3} Brass Krnaches Chamip 4) North Aenerrctn Quam Ted Dibiare #1 (Black Suit) ___ $30.00 en, Brutus Beefcake #2 (White & Black) .. $30.00 ea. 
Abed Johnsen oa fie .,| SERIESS Greg Valentine ————. $34.00, immy Sri. aeveneaees $30.00 02, 
th Series ni “Stone Cold-The Rock-Maokind 3 Kanal $3500 Crush $35.09 
Jey Toe King” LavlerFaarog Tcoo is ous 1) Skull Bet 2} Hadeore Belt 3) Women’s Belt. 4) Snake Venom Belt Ratec Ramon [wi Purple Ven) <>. $25.00, Hulk Hogan Gala Pres Sibtbes 
Tata Kank Bradshaweade HH Ehicbrortone te Mankiod to WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3,00 each fel the Seba Rabe OAM NG, & Nek enen ats Hakata taal =e ongoing 

Brown-Goldust 4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8,00 CONTAINS: 1 of each o ae nde here thn Noo tam 
te noc enn ras . 5 t Ted Diblase (in Green Outfit] $2.00ea, WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures in each set) 

ximum a! 


Fash Funk Ken ShamaochSavie Vega 12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of each. The Bushwackers #1 (Luke & Butch) _.....$20,00 set 


Gth Series Undertaker-The Rock-Kane-Stone Cold EXTRA SPECIAL DEAL The Rockers (Shawn & Marty) _.._.__ $40.00 set 
hae moderna Michaels-HHH 
lorry" Steve Blackman 
jp sane $20.00 each or (4 for $75.00) 
JohnsomUndertakerCruth Team ~ 
Ken Shaseoche Steve Austin Leg fap fue Pacis : ores 
jacks-Headbaagers 
Bre asthe oly nner] nse gu 2 WRESTLING FIGURE CLOTHING GEAR “ 
baal 3 tise aan ind/aearerMero’ | Clothes made to fit your favorite 6 inch wrestling figures! 1996-1999 WWF BEND-E, M S 
atare Series abbe-Mason/Crush 7 
Iti agate #2 Mankind #2 2Iphta gu a Referee Shirt, Yellow Security Jacket, White Paramedic By Just Toys $7.00 each or (any 4 figures for $25.00 or any 10 for $50,00) 
Sh. j Th 5” bendable fi iid are MINT i ki 
Bale ereNonedealer fod ins ones Jacket, Stretchers, Event Staff Jacket, Folding Chairs, | s<tSeres:bese\ oink Bet Hart RazorRanon 
8 sh le Sawn ices kos 1 eee ent Sw ye Towels =< eis eee me ponies fe ‘aa 
Sammars rest er Ja) ngenn rd Series: dust Shawn Michaels Ahmed Johnson Yokozuna 
iene i ae pit jones 3.2 Tegurs Packs , 4th Series: Vader Sunny Marc Mero Psycho Sid 
Stave Austin Underaer awl ad Sth Series; Steve Austin Rockly Maivia Mankind Faarooq 
Slammers Senta? 6th Series: Hawk Animal Undertaker #2 Hunter Helmsley 
ibaa pistes al say —e_- 7th Series:Patriot Ken Shamrock Owen Hart Crush 
Sats 2 Seis Mini, Nerican Masks = 8th Series:Kane Chyna. Jefflarett. Teka 
fy aa Hawt pettseries 52 
iscera/Undertaker-! IR sin Debra J i Jack Brian Christopher X-Pac Sable 
= fees Po Jamey Say SenalRent Doo (red, black, or blue) 10th Series: Edge Blackman Road.Doga Billy Gunn 
[imgride Calertisn A) $3.00 each <€ T1th Series: Val Venis Godfather Al Snow Vince McMahon 
read sefeein v Q 4 for $8.00 ee 12th Series: Big Show Undertaker #3 Mankind Boss Man Austin 
Pluatontive Sects] ss saatind. [ia : 2 ie g 1 RARE FIND!!! Lex Luger Bend-Em (on foreign card). $15.00 each 
foad 99 fae , rf AN C)Any 12 for $20.00 OFFICIAL WWE SUPERSLAM WRESTLING RING. nnvo« 525.00 set 
Titan Tron Live Series 2 
ie epee tecaiesal | Jakks Grapple Gear WRESTLING MUSIC - CD & CASSETTE TAPES 
Titan Tron Live Smack Down Series 1 Accessories that 20 with WWE 6 Inch Action Figures . ; sans 
Ege tay om yam $20.00 each or (Complete set of any 3 for $50.00) WWEThe MusicVolame3— | estlemania The Album 
Titan Thon Live Smack Down Series 2 Series 1 These Stadt) pecan pibeden re 
ini innit Salers ; Coffin Match, Commentator Central, Back Alle em: tes = rer? Cassette version —— 17.00 
Auttin-Undertaher-Kane-Road Dogg-Billy Gunn- a Series 2 — 
Dre ; Steve Austin’s i 
No Pain, Breakdown, Hardcore Rules j WWE The Music Volume 2 
Back Talkin Crushers af " i 
Aastin-Rock Big sna Series 1 Raw Is War ene nas Metal ase Conais 15 na 
urgann-Edgi g-Droz Buried Alive, No DQ, War Zone a Cossette version —— 170 | cOversion 23.00 
Stone Cold Series 3 Raw Live " Hic Honan andthe W Cassette version 17.08 


b Seri "y 4 
(esenes indertakes-Edge-Stone Cold-DeDeath iy Street Fight,Boiler Room, Backstage Brawl =f j 2 } Boot Band (1995) WWE Wrestling Album 1985 
to citterent Songs 10 different songs includes 


ie Peas a ane Mahon Dvesion ~ “Real American” 


Cassette version —_. 5.00 
The oc Shanoccane Wrestlemania Action Ring....--..$25.00 each han 


10.09 


Cassette version 15.00 
BR yrel-Christian-Bob Holl Royal Rumble Action Ring...........$25.00 each WWF The Music Volume 4 - 
Undertaker! vince McMahon " King of the Ring Action Ring. $25,00 each version 7.00 WCW Mayhem The Music 
Survivor Series Action Ring...§25.00each ll Sane Ri a | CO ae 


MONSTER RING 


TO FIT 6 INCH JAKKS ACTION FIGURES Wes 
30.00 each 


No Mercy Action RittG.merennnennen9 25,00 80h - - j 
Sudden Threat Action Ring......—.525.00 each Bret tt rae Li! Sion 

Deadly Dungeon Action Ring.........525.00 each = in evades he 
Lethal Ladder Action Ring. $25.00exch © Cassette virsion —... 17.40 


PAYMENT TERMS: PHONE NUMBERS: + ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED SOPAGERALCOLOR 
CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. | ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL ff « ALLITEMS AREIN STOCK U.S. SHIPPING IS $5.00 | wrestuunc catavos: 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES,INC. 1-401-946-5720 + INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WeccomeD | PER TOTAL ORDER SND ae EOR NEP 


NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO (ADD $25.00 S/H PER TOTAL ORDER) 


30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 1-401-946-8492 


FULL COLOR VIDEO CATALOG: 
SEND $1.00 FORA COPY 


(OVER $100.00 ADD $7,00) 


ASIAN 


Copnprection 
Offering the ultimate 
in Asian/Oriental 


Girl Wrestling, 
Boxing and 
Catfighting Videos. 


Video =110 - There 
are 3 different fights 
on this tape indud- 
ing some hare fisted 
action between 
Janeth and Lili Beth. 
Reduced to only 
$19.95 (Plus $3.00 
postage) for 
“Wrestling World” 
readers. 


Video =136 - Rematch hetween Leah and 
Kristina - 100% Real catfight between two 
Asian beauties who hate each other! 
There is one additional fight on this tape. 
Reduced to only $19.95.( Plus $3.00 
postage) for “Wrestling World” readers. 


At only $19.95 
(Plus $3.00 postage) 
THIS IS AN 
EXCELLENT VALUE! 

@ All action is real and unrehearsed. 


@ For brochure and sample pictures 
send $3.00 to: 


ASIAN CONNECTION 
P.O.Box 3629, Pensacola, FL 32516-3629 
Ph/Fox (850)453-1523 


E-Mail-ORIENTALFT@aol.com 
http://www.asian-connection.com 


16 WRESTLING WORLD 
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Now | taunt Jerry Lawler, the 
crappiest announcer who ever 
spoke into a mic. Lawler is so bad, | 
oftentimes turn off the sound in dis- 
gust at his womanly shrieks and 
kiss-ass-to-the-company com- 
ments that are so easy to see 
through. | have, in true wrestling 
spirit, on three different occasions, 
broke from my seat to where he 
was sitting at both Madison Square 
Garden and the Continental Airlines 
Arena in East Rutherford, N.J. to 
yell, “Lawler, you suck! You should 
be fired! You’re the worst announc- 
er ever! You’re terrible, Lawler!” On 
all three occasions, Lawler heard 
me, and smiled, raising his hands in 
an “oh well” gesture to the few peo- 
ple who laughed at my outburst 
before security came to escort me 
back to my seat where | got a 
standing ovation from my buddies 
in attendance. 

Ironically enough, it is Vince 
McMahon, Jr. who now is one of 
the best things about wrestling. | 
love when Vince dons the tights. | 
love his vocal outbursts. And I’m 
not kissing ass right now. It’s 
always more entertaining to me as 
a fan when Vince gets involved in 
the action. That’s why | say it’s 
ironic that the object of my juvenile 
scorn Is now my favorite wrestling 
personality of them all. | love when 
he gets thrown out of the ring by 
The Rock. And | especially love his 
daughter. Yes, | admit it. | have a 
major thing for Stephanie 
McMahon. | just can’t keep my 
eyes off her every Monday and 
Thursday night. Maybe it’s how she 
went from innocent victim to sexed- 
out vamp within one year. None of 
the other sex bombshells of the 
WWF even come close. Steph 
baby, if you’re reading this, ditch 
that muscle-brained husband of 
yours for a true wit like myself. Hey, 
Marilyn Monroe divorced an athlete 
for a brainy writer! You could too! 
Don’t let the fact that I’m married 
stop you. I’m sure we could figure 
something out, 

I'd like to thank a few people for 
helping me put out this mag. Colin 


Bowman came through for me 
bigtime without hardly knowing 
me just to see this magazine con- 
tinue. Vinnie Cecolini is one of my 
heavy metal writers who loves 
wrestling even more than | do. 
He’ll be featured from now on. (I 
was pleasantly surprised, in fact, 
at all the people in the heavy metal 
industry who love wrestling.) 
Diehard Derrick Gordon brought 
Angel from ECW’s Baldies to my 
office for an editor’s page shot. 
We shot a few shots and | later 
realized there was no film in the 
camera. How embarrassing. Ernie 
Saniilli, a longtime Wrestling World 
contributor, had numerous ideas, 
some of which | actually used. 
He’s a great writer and a knowl- 
edgeable source. Debbie Sellnow 
put together that awesome 
Combat Zone Wrestling section. 
She’s an extremist too. You'll be 
hearing a lot more from her in 
future issues. Dov Teta not only 
wrote a few important pieces in 
this mag, he was the heart’n’soul 
of this entire effort and | don’t 
think | could’ve done this without 
him. His knowledge of the sport, 
coupled with his infectious enthu- 
siasm, made him an indispensable 
help. Patty Therre (writer) and 
Russell Turiak (photographer) both 
helped make this mag better than 
what it would’ve been without 
them. (Check out Patty’s column 
for female mat fans, “On The 
Fringe.”) Jeff Eisenberg, working 
under severe personal duress, is 
responsible for the look of this 
mag. 

So that’s it. | welcome your 
comments, criticisms and compli- 
ments. I'll publish your letters. 1’ll 
run your pictures. | want this to be 
as interactive as a print publication 
can be. Send your letters and pics 
to Mike Greenblatt, c/o Sterling 
Macfadden, 233 Park Avenue 
South, New York, NY 10003. And 
visit our website at 
wwmagazine.com.®@ 


Mike Greenblatt 
Editor 
Wrestling World 


Continued from page 5 
_ Taylor gave Hodgkinson a tryout on 
advice and recommendation 
from his two close friends, Ultimo 
Dragon and Sonny Onoo. Taylor 
Vampiro on the spot but did- 
n't debut the new character on tele- 
vision until March 18, 1999. Since 
then, Vampiro has been slowly 
building his fan base, combining 
mind games and outrageous antics, 
as well as bringing in ns gpuak 
rock bands--ICP and 
P Mistits-to accompany He to 
the ring. 
(Vhen this reporter 
approached Vampiro for an 
_ interview backstage at a recent 
Nitro, he readily agreed. 
Seconds later, he was asked 
byaWwcw crewmember to 
inne onasegment of The | 
Lake Show. He immedi- 
ol hina it down, stating he | 
In’t like that type of show 
and wanted nothing to do with 
it. However, when he was told 
it was a show about fulfilling a 
fan’s dream of meeting his 
favorite wrestler, Vampiro 
relented and promised to catch } 
up with me in a few minutes. — | 
Twenty minutes later, he was 
_ perched on some scaffolding 
talking to a member of the 
Insane ¢ Posse on his cell 
phone when he waved me 
over. | followed him to the 
highest part of the near-empty 
arena, where we sat in almost 
complete darkness while he 
urged me to ask whatever | 
_wanted--with no holding back. 
The result was a surprisingly candid 
and forthright interview with the 32- 
year old vampire who talks about 
‘ 1ing from his early days in 
: Mexico, to the current state of 
OW, to steroid use in professional 


Ss 
Heeres World: You seem to 
be developing a cult-like status with 
women fans of wrestling. Is this an 
intentional thing or has your appeal 
sur ised even you? 

lampiro: Why the hell would 
women think I’m sexy? | have no 
clue but it’s flattering. | never 
thought of myself that way, | never 
will think of myself that way. I’ve 
been wrestling for 16 years. It hap- 
pened to me in Mexico, like a phe- 
nomenon. It got so big had to quit. 
| don’t know. It’s certainly not 
based on my talent. | do sponta- 
neous and exciting things but | 
think there are a lot more talented 
people out there than me. My char- 
acter is not a character! | really live 
the way | act. I’ve been in alterna- 
tive music and the underground 


since | was 11. A lot of it has to do 
with my involvement in vampirism. | 
take it pretty seriously. A vampire is 
a pretty attractive character when 
you really look at it. When you talk 
to me in person | am pretty aloof 
and kind of goofy but | go on the 
Internet, and | really explain myself, 
sometimes it gets so deep. That 
might attract women. There’s a cul- 
ture, a background. 

| don’t have a monster physique. 


I’m not a blue-eyed beach bum but 
| know what I’m talking about. | only 
had a mother, no father, so I’m very 
sensitive and | pay attention. I’m 
married with a baby due in October. 
My heart lies with my wife. But | am 
always grateful to my fans, male or 
female. 


WW: Do you like playing a heel 
character? In Mexico, you were 
always a babyface, yet here you 
were setting one of the company’s 
top babyfaces, Sting, ablaze not 
long ago. What are your thoughts 
on that? 

V: I’ve always been the babyface. 
They said in Mexico | had an angel 
on my shoulder because people like 
me. I’m very uncomfortable being a 
heel. | love entertaining people, and 
| really love being the underdog. | 
see it a lot differently than it’s por- 
trayed on TV. I’m not speaking bad 
about Sting as a person because | 
hardly know him. | respect him over 
what he’s done. But he really does- 
n’t seem to care about the busi- 
ness. He certainly doesn’t take the 


time out in the streets to sign 
things, to hang out with the fans. 
He's the typical millionaire guy. He 
rides around in a big car, sits in first 
class, sometimes he’s a little bit 
hard to deal with. | still ride the sub- 
way! | got my bicycle, and | still got 
my skateboard. | take the extra hour 
after the show, whether it’s raining 
or freezing, to sign everything the 
fans have. | hang out. | don’t think 
of Vampiro as this big star. 
That’s why | have so much 
trouble doing interviews on TV 
or those little vignettes, ‘cause 
I’m shy. | can’t take it! | come 
from a very poor humble fami- 
ly, and I’m grateful for all this. 
Fans pay a lot of money to 
see wrestling and if you pay to 
see me, |’m willing to 

break my neck. I’m not like 
these lazy guys who don’t 
want to do anything. | think 
Sting’s the evil one! 


WW: There has been a lot 
of talk about the so called 
"prima donnas" within 
wrestling, guys who make mil- 
lions yet still seem to want 
more. What are your 
feelings on the superstars in 
WCW and their attitudes? 

V: Guys like Sting and Lex 
Luger--I’m not attacking them 
as people, | think they’re great 
people, family men, very 
respectful--but, I’m just totally 
against the egomaniacs. | 
hate each and every one of 
them with a passion. | feed 
my family through wrestling. | 
bleed wrestling. | believe in what | 
do and | get offended when people 
abuse it. | get upset when wrestlers 
go on TV and say it’s fake. When 
Sting and Dallas Page went on 
Roseanne, | was so offended. They 
were out there making fun of 
wrestling. She had a wrestling 
match later in the show against 
David Arquette. | was like ’Why 
have | sacrificed my time?” | have 
not seen my baby sister grow up! | 
have not seen my mother in 10 
years. | spend time away from my 
wife. | have broken every bone in 
body. And they make a joke about 
what | do for a living? It really piss- 
es me off. 


WW: So wrestling is obviously 
not fake for you. 

V: Listen, | played pro hockey. | 
taught kickboxing and boxing. I’m 
no great athlete but I’ve taken my 
beatings and | probably always will. 
Yet | come here, 

and | see these million dollar 
babies, and it hurts. My Mom is 
proud of me. Then she has to see 
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eople say ’Ahh, you’re fake.’ Man, 

‘spend time away from home, 
sleep in shitty hotels and my baby 
has to grow up without me. What’s 
fake about what | do? 


WW: You’ve been married for 
over three years but you were, at 
one time, quite wild from all 
accounts. Have you really given up 
your wild ways and settled down? 

V: I’m very happily married. | was 
a badboy when | was young and 
single. | was never abusive but | 
was so bad. God talked to me ina 
dream and said | had to prove | 
was a man worthy enough to 
keep living. | had to pass a 
test by taking care of an 
angel. He sent me that angel, 
my wife, I’m positive about 
that. I’m alive only because of 
her, and | really don’t care 
about anything else in this 
world except her and my new 
baby. I’ve wrestled all my life. 
Vampiro in Mexico was really 
big and | was young and | 
went through the fame cycle, 
money and all that stuff, and it | 
was just a waste of time. | do 
this now for my family and to 
give the fans their money’s 
worth. 


WW: Have you wrestled 
under any other names or per- 
sonas? 

V: I've always been me. I’ve 
been around. I’ve seen it all 
and done it all. 


WwW: It’s been said you and 
Konnan had some very bitter feel- 
ings toward one another. Have you 
two been able to put the past 

behind you and co-exist in WCW? 
V: As far as I’m concerned, it’s 
passed. | can’t speak for him. He 
changes a lot, easily influenced by 
gossip. When we were younger in 
Mexico, it was really ugly. And if 
you ask me why, | couldn’t tell you, 

and | really don’t care. | think we 
both have gone on and he’s his 
own man and he definitely marches 
to the beat of his own drummer as 
do |. | could say he did this and that 
but that would open old wounds. | 
can say that the last time | spoke to 
-him we got it all out in the air and 
as far as | know he doesn’t want to 
kill me anymore. 


WW: Rumor has it you’re a loner, 
iu don’t hang with the other boys. 
You pretty much show up for work, 


do your job and disappear. Is that 
true? 


_ V:That’s no rumor. Wrestling is 
hard. There’s a lot of politics. When 
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you get a group of guys who tend 
to calculate, seek conspiracy theo- 
ries, and complain, it gets dirty. 
There’s a lot of cliques. If you 
come in late, you ain’t gonna 
break the clique. I’ve been in show 
business for a long long time. I’ve 
been an athlete for a long long 
time. I’m well aware of who | am. 
I’m, to a degree, rather old guard, 
with a different agenda. | mean, | 
take this stuff seriously! So I’d 
rather stay alone. | know people 
think I’m weird. | walk around at 
32 dressed like I’m 16, telling the 
world I’m a vampire. They think I’m 


martial arts, like being athletic, and 
found the bigger | got, the less 
mobility | had. | couldn’t breathe. | 
was cranky. If you want to look like 
a rock’n’roll vampire, you have to 
stay skinny. I’m 240 but | don’t 
look it. | would love to take major 
amounts of steroids and be an ani- 
mal, but I’m getting older and it 
just doesn’t fit who | am now. I'll 
probably get back to using them 
sometime in the future, though. 


WwW: Do you have plans for life 
after wrestling? 

V: I’ve been a punk rock musi- 
— cian all my life. Playing punk 


nuts! | don’t hang in bars. | don’t 
pick up girls after the matches. I’m 
very faithful to my wife. | don’t fit 
in, | never have, | never will. | like 
to be in my own little world. | do 
my job the best | can. | get along 
with everybody. But | go to my 
room, play my PlayStation, read 
my books, and talk to my wife on 
the phone. That’s it. 


WW: What do think about the 
use of steroids in professional 
wrestling? 

V: Drug abuse within pro 
wrestling is no big secret. | think 
it’s great that with steroids, you 
can tell exactly who uses them. 
Hey, you do what you gotta do. 
Vampires are skinny guys, anyway. 
Dead guys don’t eat. I’m into 
music, and | used to take steroids 
when | was younger, but | got so 
big that when | played guitar, the 
guitar would look funny. | have a 
really big ass so if | wore leather 
pants and | played the guitar, it 
just didn’t look right. I’m also into 


to small crowds in small 
clubs involves interaction 
with the fans. I’ve always 
thought of pro wrestling as 
performance art and one day 
| would like to have a theater 
of some kind and do some- 
thing more involved with the 
audience. | think that’s my 
attraction to this whole thing. 
| also can’t wait to go to 
school and finish being a 
chef. I’m a chef now but | 
want to continue to study. | 
think once this is done, my 
wife and | will definitely open 
a restaurant in some remote 
part of the world. | definitely 
‘| want to bow out gracefully. | 
don’t want to grow old in this 
» | sport. 


WW: What do you think of 
WCW’s locker room these 
_| days? 

V: | came here because 
Ultimo Dragon is a very good friend 
of mine, Norman Smiley is my best 
friend. Sonny Onoo got me my try 
out. I’ve always been a fan of Terry 
Taylor. Eric Bischoff did a lot for 
wrestling, and | wanted to end my 
career in the best company there 
is. However, as positive as you try 
to be, there’s a lot of negativity and 
it’s really evil in the sense that you 
have to be on your toes. | don’t 
have a lot of friends here. It’s 
almost like being in jail. 


WW: You seem to be ECW 
material in many ways. Did you 
ever consider going there? 

V: | did everything under the sun 
to get into ECW about four years 
ago and they would not return my 
phone calls, they would not give 
me the time of day. 

I'd sell my soul to the devil to get 
into that federation not because | 
need the money or anything but 
because | love that style. Here in 
WCW | feel so limited, | can’t do 
anything. In Mexico, if | didn’t get 


ar 


to cH 1p off the balcony on fire, | 
- wouldn’t do the match. 


back in their head, that doesn’t 
mean shit. The way you see me 
now is the way you would see me 
at 10 o’clock at night at 
McDonald’s. It was me and Violent 
J at three in the morning walking 
around a cemetery talking about 
baseball last week. | can’t stand 
»-| when people judge me. I’m nota 
wannabe Sting. God forbid! | would 
never want to be Undertaker or 

} Gangrel. I’m Vampiro. Those guys 
copied me, for Christ’s sake. | lived 
in a building in Mexico City that Al 
Capone lived in, a French Colonial 
built when France invaded Mexico. 
My bedroom was painted like a 
cemetery. | lived in it for six years. 
What you see is what you get. So 


fe have called you a is 100% different from what anyone | @ll you little whiny bastards, leave 

lindertakeraridaven else does because | don’t act. Of mealone. 

ow do you respond to course, the bloodbath that WCW Post Script: As we went to press, 
y uses is a Gangrel ripoff, but | love we were notified that Vampiro had 

it. | thought when | stood there cov- | S/gned a six figure record contract 

ered in blood all or my face like | ae ie Baa ee pain eat of 

was being crucified, | felt like the FV asi oye 
Pes bee al aD ae devil. Some fans whine, cry and Kill is 75% finished and will be pro- 


~ ; bitch about everything. They can duced by VJ and Mike E Clark of 
S. | don’t think you live kiss my ass. we alWene Beaht a ICP(Insane Clown Posse). A release 


ee oie ganar vampire. Anyone who’s a fan of date has not been set. We will keep 
little wr horror and wants to be a vampire, on rae ae rae pvt ee 
5 great, but you can definitely tell : on the release 
ay iar Ne who’s acting. Just because you date and other pertinent info as it 
vrite letters to each other! | say | give somebody some fangs and a becomes available. @ 
er to him! | think what | do ruffly shirt, and they roll their eyes 
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Declaration Of A Headhunter 


-STUCK MOJO declare war upen-your senses with their latest and greatest album. 
f eaturing “Raise The Deadman’, le Breed” and “Give War A Chance”. 


. ‘2 ty THE CAMPAIGN HAS OFFICIALLY BEGUN.. I's TRUE, IT’S TRUE!!! 


| CENTURY All: Century Media ihrléss aye available’ in stores, order online or call toll-free 1-800-250-4600 
| www.centurymedia.com.(Sand and release info, audio and video samples, tour.dates, distro catalog & more) 
CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS © 1453-A 14th Street # 324 ¢ Santa Monica, CAg6404 * mail@centurymedia.com 
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Visit us on the web www.flamingowrestling.com 
Special offer: me 2 Get 1 Free 


offer only valid for the videos in this ad excludin the preview tape 


WW 18 KRISTIE VS. RAVEN. Fearsome, competitive MW26 CHRISTINE DUPREE VS. STEVE. Sexy WW13 SAMANTHA VS. CRYSTAL. Two sexy blondes go at it no 
match between two hot sexy wrestlers, Kristie and Christine Dupree starts in tight shorts and then strips holds barred in this competitive brutal match. Filled with scissors, 
Raven. Loads of grunting and growling with many down to black tights as she brutally punishes and taunts grapevines, ant! headlocks. Approximately 35 minutes. $49.95 

agonizing submissions.Approx 40 min. . $49.95 Steve with shocking holds Approx, 45 min..$49.95 yey: 


bi * 


MW 12 JILL VS, CHUCK & NICOLE VS. CHUCK See WW40 SUZANNE VS. JILL. See Fiery Scottish lass Jill MW47 JOY Vs. JOHN. Joy a sexy 6'0, 175 Ibs 

the sexy hot Scottish Jill terrorize Chuck! Filled with brutal and Sexy Suzanne in a explosive. Vicious and very gorgeous blonde destroys John in a rough mixed match. 
domination tactics, mind blowing head scissors. intense competitive war that will stun you. Many brutal She repeatedly makes him submit with her powerful 
verbal abuse, and face sitting! Next Nicole scissors and submissions including head scissors, body scissors, pins legs. Lots of head scissors, body scissors and 


abuses Chuck more. Approximately 30 minutes. $49.95 and more. Approx. 50 min. $49.95 


grapevines. Approx. 45 minutes. $49.95 
us ! 


WWa44 JOY VS. SUZANNE. A Mind blowing display of | MW53 SUZANNE VS. BRETT. See Suzanne. clad in MWI5 CRYSTAL VS. TONY / SAMANTHA VS. TONY. Beautiful 
brutal domination as Joy, a blonde amazon goddess tosses _ bra and panties humiliate John with her speed and skills. bombshell Crystal wears a tight yellow miniskirt as she attacks 
a sexy but helpless Suzanne around like a rag doll. Many Lots of savage aggression including shocking head Tony without mercy, Then supple blonde Samantha humiliates 

brutal submissions! Approx. 50 min. scissors, face sitting and more! Approx. 50 min. $49.95 Tony further by pummeling him more! Approx. 30 min. $49.95 
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MW54 SUNNY “a ROB. See startled Rob being WW32 JILL VS. ANGEL. Goddess Jill takes on sexy Angel WW37 SUZANNE Ys. NICOLE. Nicole, 5'6",138 


attacked by Sunny, a rabid female warrior who strips down in a heated battle. A competitive match that goes back and Ibs. humiliates Suzzane, 5'8", 133Ibs. with a nasty 
from light jean shorts to silky black stockings. Intense forth with a lot of submissions. Approx. 40 min. $49.95. cradle, so she goes berserk! Lots of savage scissors. 
action and lots of submissions! Approx. 50 min, $49.95 mr: x pins, and screams. Approx. 42 minutes. $49.95 


BO}. This video features some short clips of the best BO2, This video features short clips of some of the best PREVIEW TAPE #1. A complete sampling of 30 
head scissors, face sitting and chest smothers from our girl on girl action Nee exists in the world of female of our video tapes. Approx. 2 min. from each of the 
library. Approx. 45 min. $49.95. fighting. rox. 45 min. $49.95. 20 videos. Total running time is 65 min. $29.95. 


Send Check or money order to: | = 
= Flamingo Enterprises of South Florida, Inc. Special Offer: Buy 2 tapes and Get 1 free 
Department W or purchase 1 at the regular price ($49.95) 
PO. Box 451741 (Special offer valid for all the videos jn this ad excluding the preview tape) 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33345 [OMw12 dill Vs. Chuck & Nicole Vs. Chuck........$49.95 COWW13 Crystal Vs, Samantha. 849,95 

Name: Omwts Crystal Vs. Tony & Samantha Vs. Tony..349.95 Giwwi1s Raven Vs. Kristie....... 349,95 

Address: MOMW26 Christine Dupree Vs. Steve $49.95 Clww0 Suzanne Vs. Sill........ 349,95 

- LIMWS2 Suzanne VS. Brett. jccseecuerecrcecnenn $49.95 LIWWad Joy Vs. Suzanne....00sscneer S49.95 

City: Se) =p ———— Onws4 SUNNY VE A ROD i oe. cscecenedvess ee arsvseretevsnsnees D4 IIID Do Preview #1 vccsscccuen Fee yee LI 

Signature; EABO! Best of head scissors, €te.scejsrccnresee $49.95 COIPICTURE BROCHU RES.. vee S300 
BYSIERUnS Iver yates Kunis eds oc Des B02 Best of women vs. Women matches... $49.95 


visa ws pines * Pl dd $3.00 for Ist t d $1.00 fi h additional tape fi tage & handli 
ease add $3.00 for Ist tape and $1.00 for each additional tape for postage & handling. 
CARD eT DATE __ Foreign customers please add $6.00 for Ist tape and $2.00 for each additional tape. 


Ovus * FLORIDA CUSTOMERS a rs ; i 
ClpAT. (ata So pariage PLEASE ADDO‘ SALESTAX Visit our World Wide Web Page www.flamingowrestling.com 
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www.lethaladies.com 
THE SOURCE FOR FORCE 


Now/ TAKE leg 
MR ib Vag 


DIVE IN! 


Dive into MDA, and learn more 
about summer kids’ camps, 
family support groups, 
and life-saving research. 


Muscular Dystrophy Association 
Jerry Lewis, National Chairman 
1-800-572-1717 © www.mdausa.org 


People Help MDA ... 
Because MDA Helps People 
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oy does it feel good to be 
back in print! For those who 
don’t know who | am, | start- 
ed the "On The Fringe" col- 
umn as Executive Editor of 
WCW magazine a few years ago. | had 
decided that male wrestling fans had all 
sorts of columns and articles (not to 
mention posters!) to keep them happy, 
but we female fans had no place to talk 
about why WE like wrestling! 
| wasn’t sure of the réaction | would 
get when | launched my 
umn--a list of who | thougf 
HOT and NOT in WCW. The 
outpouring of letters and ema 
astounded me! Women all ove’ 
the world related to the column 
and, as it grew, | enjoyed a 
wonderful fan base. When | left 
WCW Magazine in August ’99, | 
refused to let "On The Fringe" 
die so | began the 
wrestlingonthefringe.com web- 
site. Today it thrives and 
proud to enjoy the.n 
and caring far 

But | wanted "... 
back in print for those who 
couldn’t access the web or 
who didn’t know where | had 
disappeared to and, thanks to 
Wrestling World, |’m back in 
print and promise not to hold 
back, no matter what the 

consequences. Those of you 
who followed my adventures kp 
risked life and limb when | ca 
Giant (now The Big Show in 
"big oaf." | nearly was cho ° 
for my honest opinion! | a ered a 
lot of attention from theswrestlers who 
realized they liked being in the HOT 
section and went to great lengths to 
prove worthy! 

| am no longer confined to just one 
federation and here | can talk about all 
three major promotions, which is a big 
plus. | watch all three and enjoy them 
on every level. 

Before | go any further, know this. | 
work in wrestling and | am a profession- 
al writer. | take my job seriously and 
have interviewed the biggest stars in the 
business. These men and women have 
come to realize that | am not all about 
fluff and backsides. | know my 
wrestling, | understand the business, 
and when | write an article or interview a 
star, | make sure that | am as profes- 
sional as any male reporter out there. 
However, let’s face it. | am female. | do 
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see the wrestlers as men. And, as such, 
| amusing this space to talk about just 

that:/the MEN of wrestling. Muscle 
men pandex have a certain afféet on 
wo ans no matter how kno ge- 
able ious the fan. 

Ib we women Can e 
"spo erything it pro 
athle ama, Storyli 
mato Nas and, 
uniqu jty to a 
pick base 


3 Count 


es 
ina bi 
e have h 


gs off, I’d like 
ew | conducted 
ane Helms recentl 
don’t expect all serious 
alities. The guys who allow me 
to interview them know what they 
getting into and most are happy to 
oblige! This interview came about as a 
result of several emails | have received 
about Sugar Shane and his appeal to 
the female fans. | caught up with him 
and he was a good sport. He’s also an 
amazing athlete who will eventually get 
to shine in WCW. Are you ready for your 
first taste of “THE HOT SEAT,” Fringe 
style? 

Patty: How did you get started in 
wrestling? 


Shane: At 13, | went to an indie show 

and started asking questions. [I got 

hired] to put up the ring, be an escort, 

whatever, just to get a chance to play 

in the ring before and after the shows. 

Patty: Where was this? And then what 

happened, how did you end up train- 

ing? 

Shane: North Carolina. | never trained. 

| simply watched tapes, and taught 

myself. My first match, | was 16. 

Patty: | know ended up wrestling 
wit ardy Boyz. 

met Matt and Jeff at an 

show a few years ago. 

t and | quickly became 

eat friends, and it wasn’t long 

before OMEGA started and | 

became one of the main guys 

there. 

Patty: How did you end up in 

WCW? 

Shane: Sent in a tape, got a 

cryout, got hired. 

ot in at the same time 

ake it you two 


eah, we were part of a 
Our-man team, along with Joey 
Matthews and Christian York, 
just before we came to WCW. 
Patty: You came in as "friends" 
of Evan to help get him away 
from Madusa...then became 3 
nt. Are you happy with the 

4, 


eah, I’m having fun with it. | 
d be more than what it cur- 
re time and attention. 
Patty: Are eady to go solo and go 
for a belt? Shanon had a singles 
match for the cruiserweight belt...is it 
your turn? 

Shane: | would love to do some solo 
stuff in the future, because that'll be 
where you'll really see me shine. But 
right now, | think this 3 Count thing 
could be really big, so | want to contin- 
ue in that direction. 

Patty: Ready for some personal ques- 
tions? 

Shane: Sure, hit me! 

Patty: Stats? 

Shane: All that stuff can be found at 
The Shane Asylum, www.shane- 
helms.com. 

Patty: Fine. Here’s one not on your 
website. Middle name? 

Shane: Shane [laughs] 

Patty: Aha! An exclusive! Are you 
going to share your first name with us? 
Shane: Just for you, it’s Gregory. 


Patty: But you’ve wrestled under Shane 
the whole time! 

Shane: I’ve always gone by my middle 
name. But! wrestled under different 
gimmicks before. 

Patty: I’ve been asked to ask you your 
shoe size and what’s up with the 
Braids? 

Shane: Ten, and about the braids, when 
| first came to WCW, | had braids all 
over my head. | just do different stuff 
with my hair every now and then. | have 
a thick head of hair. 

Patty: You're a single guy. Do you go 
for the Major Gunns type or the more 
normal-breasted women? 

Shane: [laughing] | like variety. 

Patty: Faith from Texas wants to know 
where she can get OMEGA tapes. | hear 
there’s a killer 18-wheeler truck match 
on it against Matt Hard 
Shane: The only place | 
www.whoowrestling.com. 
jumped off that 18-wheeler 2 
Matt through a table and abou 
myself in the process. It wasn’ 
wheeler match though, just a ma 
interfered in and an 18-wheeler was 
nearby. Kind of hard to explain. 
Patty: Would you compare yourself 
a luchador [highflying Mexican style— 
Ed.] as far as your style of wrestling i 
concerned? 

Shane: Definitely not. 
more psycholog 
matches tha 
do. 

Patty: But you fly. Are you a 
nical wrestler as well? 
Shane: A lot of wrestlers flew before th 
luchadors came about. Yeah, | 
also bring a technical aspect to my 
matches. | fly, but | try to make it c 
Patty: You've overcome a lot of i 
including a broken nose and toe 
Shane: The broken arm, the bu 
head, the back, I’m all fucked u 
And so young! 
Shane: Not that young, t Oth 
year in the biz. I’m 26! 
Patty: But mid-20s is young, kid! Back 
to the personal stuff. What’s your 
favorite color and tv show? 

Shane: All that can be found at my ite! 
Shameless aren't | [in constantly pro= 
moting my website]? 

Patty: Your fans said there’s gone Of 
that there. 

Shane: Green and Seinfeld, 

Patty: Brothers and sistefs? 

Shane: Older brother and younger sis- 
ter, yeah, I’m the neglected middle child 
[feigns crying]. 

Patty: Me too. Stinks, huh? So what are 
your cats’ namgs? 

Shane: Oreo and Moe, Oreo is nice, 
Moe is a sonofabiteh, 

Patty: Another fan wants to know who 
took the "picture of you in bed recover- 
ing?" 

Shane: Another lucky fan! 


Patty: | obviously need to see that 
photo! Well, by now you realize you are 
a female favorite. Is that intentional or 
are you just tooo sweeeet? 

Shane: A little of both, | guess. 

Patty: Favorite cologne? 

Shane: Escape For Men, Calvin Klein. 
Patty: Blondes, brunettes or redheads? 
Can you put a fictional perfect woman 
together for your female fans? 
Shane: Like | said, | like variety. 
Different women appeal to me for 
different reasons, and it’s not so 
ally describe. 

ep those options op 
omen’s cologne? 
atever I’m weari 
ed off of me 


ething 


aning 


now gar 


Shane & Patty 


at gt 

David 
ble, right 
e just callec 
Up talkifig abo 
ount ana faughine 
et alogg Well With h 
got afeal bad fap. W id 
k of his title Win? 
Shane: It told a story. | Wolildn’t have 
done it with the World Title; but 
that’s me: David Was Very entertaining 
though¢ and | hope WGW does\more 
with hin in the future. Hey, by the way, | 
recently read you preferred Shannon 
out of the three of us in 3 Count. What’s 
up with that? 
Patty: Uh, um, | will be sure that | clarify 
that you are the cutest one in 3 Count. 
No, wait, hottest one? 
Shane: | can be hot. 


Patty: Sure, you wanna be? 
Shane: Baby, | will burn your ass off, 
I’m so hot. 
Patty: | bet. Is that an open challenge? 
Shane: We’re even in Cosmo’s “All 
About Men” Summer 2000 issue, the 
one with Freddy Prinze, Jr. on the 
cover. 
Patty: Would you date a fan? 
Shane: Sure 
Patty: Have you? 
Shane: Yeah. Everyone I’ve ever dated 
was a fan in one way or another. 
Patty: One girl already told me you 
wear boxer brief underwear but sleep 
with nothing on. 
Shane: Just remember that everybody 
goes down for the 3Count, interviewers 
included! 
By now, you are beginning to see what 
this column i about. There is a 
place fe ything and humor seems 

oO bi g these days from many 
agazines out there. 
J World is different because it 
> take wrestling in ALL direc- 
and me to take it where no other 
is going: fueling the hormonally 
arged! 
would love your feedback, ques- 
ions or comments. | listen to what 
OU want and | try to make it happen. 
an send email to me at PT On 
@aol.com or send letters to 
1e Fringe, c/o PO 
Y 13212. If 
noto of a wrestler 
at you would like to 
with us, scan it and send it to me 
via email or send a copy (please keep 
e original) to the above address, or to 
ike Greenblatt at Wrestling World, 
terling Macfadden, 233 Park Ave. 
New York, NY 10008, along with 
ory (optional) about how you met 
tler. | will feature fan photos, 
d comments as well as 
questions in each issue. 
would like to give a shout 
out to a dies on my website who 
have supported me and have been the 
backbone of my work, the people on 
the, NWL list, Colin Bowman who 
allowed the craziness in the first place, 
and the wrestlers, without whom | 
Would not have the unique pleasure of 
sharing id@as and thoughts with female 
fans like yourselves! 

Last, but Certainly not least, it is time 
for the first interfederational 
"Who's HOT, Who's, NOT" list! Send me 
a list of the top 10 hottest wrestlers 
from WWE, WCW, and ECW (10 total), 
and the 10 that deserve a total 
makeover in your eyes: | Willpublish the 
results of your votes in a future column, 
risking, once again, the wrath of the 
"not hots." 

Until then, remember: Silence is gold- 
en only if the person who is silent is 
actually listening to what you are say- 
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after which he left the arena with a 
crimson colored bare back. 

Bitter rivals Justice Pain, a clever 
hardcore and technical wrestler, 
and "The Future of Hardcore" Nick 
Gage, a tough six-footer with a pen- 
chant for frogsplashing off the top 
rope, were up next in a match 
scheduled without any gimmicks 
but with the ring still lined with glass 
from the previous match. After 
some table action from Gage, the 
grappler called for chairs, receiving 
about 70 steel chairs from the audi- 
ence and superplexing Pain into the 
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Madman Pondo, with flores- 
cent lighting taped to his 
body, lands on Wifebeater. 


fs 


Wifebeater 
tries to figure 
out how 
much money 
it’s worth to 
go through 
such hell. 
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pile. They, too, left a bloody mess. 
These were the early stages in the 
development of the Hate Club, 
arguably CZW’s most dominating 
force, which includes in its ranks the 
Wifebeater, his brother-in-law and 
Hate Club spokesman Mac Smack, 
Justice Pain, newest member 
EdOMac (the clan’s know-it-all his- 
torian whose big mouth tends to get 
him into more trouble than he can 
handle), and Justin Kase, a former 
friend and security guard for Zandig 
who "bascially hates everyone but 
the guy looking back in the mirror," 


‘*. 


according to Smack, also a self- 
proclaimed petroleum by-product 
tycoon and owner of the Smack 
Shack ("18 flavors of beef jerky and 
the cleanest facilities around"). 
"When you think of some of the 
greatest CZW matches, they always 
involve the Hate Club," says Smack. 
"The Hate Club was formed for the 
simple fact that we just don’t like 
people. We hate everyone. We’re 
not coming out to see people cheer. 
We’re there to do a job. We're there 
because we don’t like the fan 
favorites. Plenty of people go in. 
there and they want to hate and 
they want to be ultraviolent but 
when they get a little bit of crowd 
reaction, everybody wants to be a 
superhero. We’re anti-hero. We hate 
anyone that comes out with a smile 
on their face, unless there’s devious 
intentions behind it." 

Despite the focus on its more vio- 
lent personalities, CZW does hold 
its own when it comes to technical 
wrestling. All of its stars are profi- 
cient in the ring, but those noted 
strictly for their technical prowess 
are certainly not lacking. Take, for 
instance, former Tag Team 
Champions the Haas Brothers, a 
devastating collegiate-style duo, or 
the members of "The Softcore 
Connection"--founding member Ty 
Street, "Softcore" Nick Berk, the 
BackSeat Boyz, and its latest 
inductee, former referee "Discount" 
Dewey Donovan, now known simply 
as "The Dew." 

Trent Acid and Johnny Kashmere 
make up the reigning Tag Team 
Champions the BackSeat Boyz. 
Acid is a favorite with CZW’s female 
fans but a little less popular with the 
mail contingent--undoubtedly at 
least in part because of his patent- 
ed "Full Moonsault,” in which the 
young high-flyer, shall we say, 
bares his bottom. 

Kashmere held the Tag titles 
twice, before turning on his "broth- 
er" and "Kashmerinos" partner 
"Primo" Bobby Mireno, to take up 
with Acid as the BackSeat Boyz. 
"CZW has some of the most athletic 
wrestlers anywhere," said 
Kashmere. "Just being a part of 
CZW forces me to work at my best 
every match. The fans here expect 
great wrestling and CZW delivers 
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e’s known as 
“The People’s 
Champion.” And 
when he raises 
the people's 
eyebrow before plunging the 
people’s elbow into the skull 
of the people's opponent, just 
after stripping off his people’s 
elbow pads to toss them into 
the people, the people erupt. 

Rocky Maivia—real name 
Dwayne Johnson—won his 
first match in 1996, pinning 
The Brooklyn Brawler with a 
nifty inside cradle, Back then 
he was known as Flex 
Kavana. He won his first title 
as the tagteam partner of Bart 
Sawyer in the USWA. His 
father, Rocky Johnson, was a 
WWF tag champ with Tony 
Atlas. His grandfather, High 
Chief Peter Maivia, was one 
of the most feared wrestlers 
of his generation. Changing 
his name to honor both men, 
he debuted in the WWF at 
their 1996 “Survivor Series.” 
He won his first WWF title by 
besting Triple H 2/13/97 for 
Intercontinental honors, los- 
ing it to the late Owen Hart 
within two months. Hard to 
fathom, but The Rock was a 
badguy back then. 

He regained the Intercontinental 
Strap to a chorus of "Rocky Sucks!” 
He led a group called the N.O.D, 
(Nation Of Darkness) which also 
included Mark Henry, D-Lo Brown, 
The Godfather and Owen Hart, 
feuding regularly with D-X. At 
Summerslam '98, he lost his 
Intercontinental belt to HHH ina 
ladder match, and set his sights for 
WWF gold. 

He ultimately disbanded his 
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once-powerful group when tag part- 
ner D-Lo ran out of the ring in a wild 
brawl with Undertaker and Kane, 
There was The Rock, all by himself, 
with no one to rely on, He knew 
then, as those two giants double- 
teamed him and he heard the 
crowd's cheers, that he needed no 
one else to help him fight his bat- 
tles. 

The Rock first won the WWF 
Heavyweight Championship in a 13- 


man tournament on November 
15, 1998 in St. Louis, Missouri 
by besting Mick Foley in the 
final match-up. He would hold 
the belt exactly 44 days before 
losing it back to Foley. 


On January 24, 1999, The 
Rock surprised fans in 
Anaheim, Cailfornia [and on 
pay-per-view] by regaining the 
coveted strap from Foley. The 
match was bathed in contro- 
versy, Labeled an “I Quit” con- 
| test, a sound recording of 
| Foley saying the words “I Quit” 

was played at ringside and the 
_ | referee thought that that sound 
| came from the mouth of Foley 

a! himself. Not so. Foley never 
quit. [Foley would rather lose 
consciousness than quit.] Yet 
The Rock became the champ 
y anyway. This time he would 
wear the belt around his waist 
for exactly 48 hours before 
losing it to Foley again. 

On February 15, 1999, The 
Rock—brainwashed by Vince 
McMahon to be “The 


the belt back for a third time 
by defeating Foley in 
Birmingham, Alabama. His 

4 third stint as WWF Champ 

| lasted all of 43 days before 

) Steve Austin beat him in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
On April 30, 2000, The Rock 
won the belt back for a fourth time 
by beating Triple H in Washington 
DC, Fifty-one days later, Triple H 
would win it back in Louisville, 
Kentucky, 

On June 25, 2000, The Rock won 
the belt back for a fifth time by pin- 
ning Vince McMahon. Don’t ask. At 
presstime, The Rock stands 
supreme in the WWF but there’s no 
telling what could happen tomor- 
row,@ 
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(right) in battle with 
Bruno Sammartino. 


izing the exact same type of 
hardcore brawling that he pio- 


hat do you neered abroad. Foley loved it 
call a guy who and excelled, developing a rabid 
has four dis- cult following that none other 
tinct person- than Vince McMahon noticed. 
alities, has It was as Mankind that Foley 


made his ’96 WWF debut, a 
more comedic and demented 
character. He was an instant hit, 
even bringing back the more 
hardcore Cactus Jack eventual- 
ly. His legendary feud with 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley would 
last until Mick’s final days as an 
active wrestler, several years 
later. 

Riding high as a main eventer, 
his fourth personality made a 
"97 debut. On a hot summer 
evening in July, Stone Cold 
Steve Austin and a partner were 
set to battle for the tag team 
championship. Austin for weeks 
had denied Mick the opportunity 
to be his partner. As his partner 
ditched him and he prepared to 
go at it alone, “Dude Love” 
pleaded his own groovy case 
upon the Titantron to a bewil- 
dered Austin, who cautiously 
agreed to take on this cool cat part- 
ner. In mere minutes, they won 
WWF tag gold. Despite losing the 
belts a short time later, Dude Love 
continued to prow! until the gim- 
mick started to wear thin, and even- 
tually was abandoned. Mick wres- 
tled the remaining three years as 
either Mankind, Cactus Jack or 
plain ol’ Mick Foley. It didnt matter 
who showed up, he was the one of 
the most beloved men in the busi- 
ness. His comedic wit, though, 
started to surpass his wrestling tal- 
ent as his body Finally broke down 
after years of batterings. 

Mick Foley’s career came to an 
end at Wrestlemania in February of 
2000 with a loss to Triple H. His 
body was simply no longer able to 
_ sustain the wear and tear. After a 
_ brief hiatus, he returned to WWF as 
_ “Commissoner.”®@ 


written a book which spent 
months on the New York 
Times Best Sellers list, who 
has broken virtually every 
bone in his body, and can 
maintain a witty dialogue with 
a sock puppet worn on his 
hand? You could call him 
Mankind, better yet, call him 
Mick Foley. 

One of the first impres- 
sions many people get, upon 
seeing Foley for the first time, 
is disbelief that he’s one of 
the greats. He doesn’t have a 
Lex Luger physique, or Chris 
Benoit skills, or Shawn 
Michaels sex appeal. He 
does have a reckless sense 
of abandonment for his body 
and well being. He’s a dare- 
devil, a stuntman, and he’s 
put his body through situations 
that would kill a mortal man. Most 
importantly, he has charisma 
matched by very few in the sports 
entertainment industry. 

Born Michael Francis Foley on 
June 7, 1965, this Long Island 
native studied at SUNY Cortland 
and was introduced to wrestling 
when he met former WWF legend 
Dominic Denucci at a 9/85 card. 
For the next two years, he made a 
weekly 400-mile commute from 
school to Freedom, PA to train at 
Denucci’s wrestling school. Upon 
competing in local independent 
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turned down more loser roles to 
start winning on the lower circuits 
and developing his craft. 

His Cactus Jack persona rose to 
fame in Japan and Africa. Matches 
included barbed wire and exploding 
mines. The legend was growing. 

Mick eventually got a call from 
WCW and was on his way to 
greater success. Cactus Jack was a 
different breed. The U.S. audience 
wasn’t used to this! For several 
years, he toiled as a mid-carder, 
never being given the chance to 
_ fully expose the brutal side which 
promotions and developing the _ had made him a legend overseas. 
character that would become ; _ Nor was he given the opportunity to 
Cactus Jack, Mick was finally given © develop the comedic side of his 


a shot at national exposure by the __ personality. Mick felt the need for a 
WWF on some TV tapings. Certain | change. 


known tapes have circulated show- He signed with Extreme 

ing a young/skinny Foley losing to. | Championship Wrestling, a small 
British Bulldog and Davey Boy " independent promotion out of 
Smith. Gaining credibility, Mick Philadelphia, which was revolution- 
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B ’m the plumber’s son, the lit- 
tle bully from Austin, 
Texas, the bull of the woods! 
| am the man of the hour, 
y'understand? 
Shuckin’ and jivin’ and lookin’ as 
only the American Dream can look. 
"When the smoke is cleared and 


the bionic elbow and the electrified | 


boogie is going on, and there’s 
pandemonium, if you wee-ill; then, 
then everybody’s gonna know 
nobody gets funkay--I said 
FUNKAAAAY--like the Dream, 
baby." 

Phew, no one ever accused 
Dusty Rhodes of lacking self-con- 
fidence! Then again, the expres- 
sion goes "If you can do it, it ain’t 
bragging"--and the Dream could 
definitely do it. 

Eyeball the man without knowing 
his credentials and, frankly, it’s 
unlikely the average person--or, 
for that matter, mat fan--would fig- 
ure the rotund Texan to be one of 
the most successful and influential 
pro wrestlers of modern times. A 
standard local-promotion mid- 
carder, maybe a sumo wrestler, 
but certainly not main-eventing on 
a national pay-per-view broadcast. 

Let’s face it, the guy is built like a 
taste-tester at the Budweiser facto- 
ry. And get a load of that shock of 
impossibly blonde curls. However, 
as Rikishi is now proving, appear- 
ances are often deceiving. 

Dusty Rhodes may never have 
had "the wrestler look,” but while 
dozens of pumped-up studs came 
in with a “sure thing" reputation 
then flopped like asea bass ona 
hot dock, all Stardust did was win 
world championships and sell out 
arenas from Tennessee to Tokyo. 
On top of everything else, the man 
born Virgil Runnels was a key 
behind-the-scenes figure in the 
NWA/WCW throughout the ‘80s 
and ‘90s. 

So what separated Rhodes from 
the indie scene journeymen and all 
the others that never even 
approached the heights Dusty sur- 
passed? There are several 
answers to that question...which 


is why the Dream is included 
among the Top 20 Heavyweight 
Champions of All Time. 

First things first, Dusty clearly 
knew how to wrestle. A football 
player out of West Texas State (as 
were Terry Funk, Tito Santana and 
Bruiser Brody), Rhodes enjoyed 
contact sports and was surprisingly 
agile for a person in the 300-pound 
range. Graduation behind him, Big 
Dust picked up the nuances of the 
bonebending business in quick 
order, then developed his own 
unique style. 

Secondly, partnered with Dick 
Murdoch early in his career, Rhodes 
also learned plenty of "unsports- 
manlike"--to put it nicely--tricks, 
and soon gained a reputation as 
nobody to mess with, in or out of 
the ring. Murdoch & Rhodes were 
the dirtiest, lowest, 
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rulebreaking...well, they weren’t 
called the Texas Outlaws for noth- 


ing. 

Thirdly, contrary to the impression 
some may get due to the good ol’ 
boy image, Dusty is of above-aver- 
age intelligence. More importantly, 
in a business teeming with manipu- 
lators, he’s exceptionally shrewd. 

In this profession, cunning beats 
book-smarts every time. 

And, finally, the biggest factor in 
Rhodes’ success can be summed 
up in three words--he’s got "it." "It" 
is a certain presence, a special abil- 
ity to reach out to fans and connect 
with them. 

Call it charisma, personal magnet- 
ism or whatever; some people have 
"it," most don’t, and only a rare few 
are blessed with an abundance. 
Dusty Rhodes is one of those few. 

This gift is like rhythm. If you do 
not have it inside you, no amount of 
coaching or practice will create it. 

Think about this open-mindedly: 
What’s so great about the so-called 
Great One? Sure, The Rock is 
competent in regard to the funda- 
mentals. But is he a stand-out flier, 
submission-hold wizard, flawless 
mat technician or amazing acrobat? 
Not especially. Does he have a 
devastating high-impact knockout 
combo like Goldberg’s spear/jack- 
hammer? Nope. But still, fans go 
bonkers for the man, right? That’s 
because the People’s Champ has a 
barrel of "it." 

With all due respect meant to The 
Rock, from patented catchphrases 
to crowd-pumping physical ges- 
tures, he is very much the modern 
edition of Dustry Rhodes, The 
American Dream, right down to 
using a big elbow as a finisher. The 
proprietor of the Smackdown Hotel 
sure has an inspirational "role 
model." Not only did Dusty Rhodes 
win an astounding 80% of his pay- 
per-view matches, but he endured 
in the sport for over 30 years, 
resulting in his election to the WCW 
Hall Of Fame in 1995. Not too 
shabby for someone predicted to 
fail because he lacked "the wrestler 
look"!—Ernie Santilli® 
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hawn Michaels was born 

Michael Higgenbottom on 

July 22, 1965. The six-foot 

230-pound Texan began 

his mat career in 1984 in an 
era when huge men like King Kong 
Bundy and Big John Studd reigned. 
Relegated to midcard tagteam sta- 
tus due to his less- 
than-impressive 
size, Michaels 
worked hard on : 
chemistry, personal- 
ity, interview skills 
and looks to achieve 
a modernday Buddy 
Rogers-type strut in 
his step. 

As half of The 
American Force with 
Paul Diamond, he 
won the Texas All- 
Star Tag Team 
Championship belt 
in ’85, but it was 
with Marty Jannetty 
in The Midnight 
Rockers where fans 
first latched on to 
the handsome 
heartthrob and 
made him a star, the 
duo going on to win 
numerous tag 
championships in 
the AWA and NWA. 

Then Vince 
McMahon came 
a’callin’ and when 
he calls, you 
answer. In ’89, The 
Rockers became hot hot WWF 
property. The little girls went wild. 
Sean went solo, winning the 
Intercontinental Title. His ladder 
battles with Razor Ramon were 
titanic! After wearing the tagteam 
belt for a while with Diesel [Kevin 
Nash], and after a rough stretch 
where he was put in the hospital 
after a mysterious incident where 
he was attacked in Syracuse, New 
York by numerous men, thus being 


by Mike Greenblatt 


stripped of his Intercontinental Title 
because he couldn’t defend it, he 
started his championship drive. 


His entrances became more dra- 
matic. His arrogance knew no 
boundaries. His flair for overstate- 
ment became something of an art- 


form. His interviews were hilarious. 
He quickly built himself up into #1 
contender status. On March 31, 
1996, in Anaheim, CA, he beat 
three-time champ Bret Hart to final- 
ly win the coveted WWF 
Championship, holding it for almost 
eight months before losing to Sid 
Vicious in New York City. 

Shawn’s second reign as WWF 


champ started in his San Antonio 
hometown when he beat Vicious 
senseless. Unfortunately, an injury 
forced him into inactivity and he had 
to relinquish the belt less than a 
month later. 

Shawn’s third reign as WWF 
champ started with the most con- 
troversial win in the history of pro 
wrestling. On 
November 9, 1997, 
in Canadian Bret 
Hart’s homeland, 
Michaels put Hart in 
a submission hold 
and the bell was 
rung and Michaels 
was the champ. Hart 
never submitted! 
The plan was for 
Hart to reverse the 
hold but he never 
got the chance. 
Vince McMahon 
ordered the bell rung 
so Hart wouldn’t 
leave the WWF and 
enter the WCW as 
the current WWF 
champ. This despite 
promising Hart he 
wouldn’t have to 
lose in his home 
area. This despite 
Hart agreeing to lose 
the belt on another 
night in another 
town in another way. 
For that bit of chi- 
canery, Vince got 
clocked by Hart in 
the dressing room bigtime. Michaels 
got the belt. Backstage, he swore to 
Hart he had nothing to do with the 
early bell, ordered by referee Earl 
Hebner at Vince’s insistence. 
Michaels would ultimately hold the 
belt for almost five more months, 
defending it righteously against all 
shapes and sizes of competitors, 
until losing it to Steve Austin in 
Boston with boxer Mike Tyson the 
special guest ref.@ 
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EDRO/ MORALES 


efore Crash 
Holly claimed 
he weighed 
400+ pounds in 
pretending to 
be a WWF super-heavy- 
weight, there was an ath- 
lete of medium build who 
proved to the world he did 
not have to be a giant ora 
monster of a man to be 
recognized as one of the 
all time heavyweight elite. 
The 1970s may 

have been the Bruno 
Sammartino era, but when 
the ruthless Ivan Koloff 
injured and dethroned the 
WWE champion, a new 
hero was needed. Three 
weeks later, New York City 
and Madison Square 
Garden erupted as yet 
another new champion 
was crowned. This time, the 
era shook on its foundation as the 
cheer of the fans echoed in unison: 
“PE-DRO! PE-DRO! PE-DRO!” 

Pedro Morales, the Puerto Rico 
native known as an aerial specialist 
with a devastating left hook, soon 
became the WWF’s hottest attrac- 
tion—even when he wasn’t the 
heavyweight champion or in con- 
tention for the title. What most 
wrestling fans don’t know is that, 
although Pedro was a spectacular 
athlete within the confines of the 
squared circle, his achievements 
and work morals were ground- 
breaking to the industry. As a mat- 
ter of fact, many Latino fans of the 
1970s feel Pedro meant to wrestling 
what Jackie Robinson meant to 
baseball. On the flip side of the 
coin, here we are in the year 2000, 
where Puerto Rican and Latino ath- 
letes are stereotyped when it 
comes to their gimmicks, and not 
one U.S. mayor has taken it upon 
themselves to name a parkway 
after Pedro. Go figure. 

Regardless of his heritage, 
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Pedro (right) with another ethnic hero, 
Bruno “The Italian Strongman” 
Sammartino 
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Morales knew how to pack them 
into the arena. Proving that great 
heavyweights can come in small 
packages, Pedro must have looked 
like a flaming cannonball to the peo- 
ple in the cheap seats, while bounc- 
ing from pillar to post and hurling 
over his opponent in a flash. As the 
reigning WWF Intercontinental 
champion, Pedro’s sellout matches 
against Don Muraco at the Garden 
were nothing short of classics. 

It was Morales who made WWF 
history by becoming the first 
wrestler to ever win the federation’s 
triple crown...oh, I’m sorry. | forget 
that we’re stuck in a day and age 
where there are Hardcore and 
European straps. Let me rephrase 
that for the slow marks. Pedro was 
the only wrestler to ever win all 
three existing WWF titles 
(Heavyweight, Intercontinental and 
Tag Team), a feat that would not be 
relived until Bret Hart’s first heavy- 
weight championship reign in 1992. 

In Morales, pro wrestling had a 
valid new ethnic sensation, minori- 


ties had a hero of their own, 
and New York went wild at 
the Garden every month as 
he put the belt up in untele- 
vised house cards against 
all comers. His glory comes 
not from what he did, but 
who he was. His gimmick 
was simple. He didn’t need 
a cape with a flag on it. He 
didn’t need a mask to prove 
his tradition. He didn’t need 
salsa ring music and he did- 
n't use a switchblade as a 
foreign object. He didn’t 
over-exaggerate his Latin 
accent, although subtitles 

| could have helped his pro- 
mos a little. He didn’t claim 
that he was from a ghetto 
and had a tough time grow- 
ing up as a kid. He didn’t 
need to turn heel and shout 
“Vete al carajo” to his fans. 
And he didn’t need “Latino 
Heat” or give some other 
“puts” his Latino Meat. If he did 
have a gimmick, it was the people. 
He was a champion of the people, 
for the people and by the people. 
Truly a “people’s champion.” 
—Diehard Derrick Gordon® 


nen | was a kid, | thrilled to the 

matches of Pedro Morales. 
Month after month, at Madison 
Square Garden, I’d sit in the cheap 
seats and openly root for the villain, 
having loud arguments with all the 
Spanish-speaking people who loved 
Pedro dearly. They knew | was just 
having fun, and secretly, | loved how 
Pedro would get beat up, yet recu- 
perate only with the yells of his peo- 
ple cheering him on and always win 
in the end. The Garden can be a 
highball of gut-wrenching intensity 
and when Pedro Morales wrestled in 
front of his New York fans, no other 
sport or music could equal that 
intensity. Not the Knicks, not the 
Rangers, not even Bruce 
Springsteen. Yeah, !’ll never forget 
Pedro.—Mike Greenblatt® 
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hose fabulous 
Funks stand— 
with the 
Briscos, the 
, Samoans, the 
McMahons and the 
Grahams—as one of 
wrestling’s top family acts. 
Dory Funk’s two kids— 
Dory Funk, Jr. and Terry 
Funk—followed in their 
wrestling dad’s footsteps 
to become two of the 
mightiest gladiators the 
sport has ever known. 
Dory was a hotshot colle- 
giate wrestler and football 
player at West Texas State 
University. Upon gradua- 
tion, he turned pro, turning 
down offers from dear old 
dad to open doors for him. 
He defeated nastyass 
Gene “Big Thunder” Kiniski 
February 11, 1969 in 
Tampa, Florida to become 
one of the youngest NWA 
champs ever. No one even 
thought he had a chance! 
And to beat the veteran by 
getting him to submit to a 
spinning toe hold, to boot! 
Wow! And the kid proved 
no fluke. He would go on 
to become quite the fight- 
ing champion, taking on all 
comers and holding the 
belt an unprecedented four 
years. In fact, there are 
those who will argue long 
and loud that Dory Funk, 
Jr. should top this list! 
Dory Funk, Jr. was so 


famous in an era where there was 
no Entertainment Tonight to moni- 
tor his celebrity comings and 
goings that even Marvel Comics 
featured him in a Fantastic Four 
comic book. A legend here, a leg- 
end in Japan, Dory wowed ‘em 
every night, criss-crossing the 
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awarded the bout in a 
disqualification for out- 
side interference. This 
was, please note, in an 
era when no one EVER 
interfered in champi- 
onship matches. 


give up the gold in May 
of ’73 to Harley Race in 
Kansas City, Dory 
revved up his glorious 
career yet another notch, 
going on to win the 
Florida Heavyweight 
Championship three 
times, the Florida 
tagteam title twice, the 
Mid Atlantic 
Heavyweight 
Championship twice, 
and the NWA National 
Tag Team title (with his 
| brother and also with 
David Von Erich). 

His many feuds 


of blood over the years 
with such adversaries as 
Dusty Rhodes, both 
Briscos, Giant Baba, 
Harley Race, Hulk 
Hogan, Gene Kiniski, Mil 
Mascaras, The Graham 
Brothers and the 
Windhams. 

Dory Funk, Jr. in his 
a career was one of the 
| most beloved and, later, 
m as most babyfaces love 
m to be eventually, the 
most hated men in pro- 
fessional wrestling. Now 
that he’s retired, he’s 
obviously back to being 
beloved, teaching Japanese in his 


Photo: Courtesy of Martie Funk 


| globe to constantly win. 
His only near loss during his 7! c 
Il incredible reign was when he took ff ing to train wrestlers for the WWF, 
Bl on Lord Al Hayes. It looked like |, WCW and ECW. Brother Terry may 
still be active, but when Dory dons 
the tights as he likes to do every 
now and then, it’s more for charity 
and instructional events. 

Hail The Funks!®@ 
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B Hayes would win the belt in *72. 
Funk, Sr. was sitting at ringside. 
Just as Dory, Jr. was about to lose, 

i his father bumrushed the ring, cold- 

cocked the ref and Hayes was 


When he finally had to | 


| 
| 
| 


involved a bucket or two | 


Florida homeland while still continu- | 
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this day and age, Bischoff, Russo 
and McMahon getting together to 
have an inter-promotion 
match...Yeah right! You’d have a 
better chance at seeing an O.J. 
confession. Whether or not we ever 
see it again, the "Superstar" 
already did it. 

If you take a close look at history, 
"Superstar" Billy Graham was the 
ony heel to successfully hold the 

F title for nearly a year, before 
being dethroned by Bob Backlund. 
Every other heel before Graham and 
until the Yokozuna title reign in 
1993 were only able to hold the title 
for an average of three months (if 
not even for just a few days). That 
alone has significance in itself, 
when a promoter in the late ’70s 
has enough confidence in one man 
to keep him as the torchbearer and 
eoempien while he was a hated vil- 
ain. 

When Billy Graham passed the 
torch down to the next generation 
of rising wrestling superstars, many 
of these new faces possessed a 
striking resemblance in their flam- 
boyant appearances and animated 
personas. When asked, none hesi- 
tated in admitting to being inspired 
by and borrowing elements of the 
Superstar to create their own pete 
sonas. Rather than be a rip-off, 
these new colorful characters 
became reflective tributes to the all- 
time great. Did you ever wonder 
what would have become of Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, Jesse Ventura and 
ae Poppa Pump had "Superstar" 
Billy Graham never existed? 

e€ man was a consummate pro- 
fessional and entertainer in this 
sport of kings. A shameless self 
promoter who was proud of his 
achievements, and not afraid of 
passing the ball to let someone else 
take Someninng reer and make it 
greater. Vince Mcmahon said it best 
in a 1985 compliment during a con- 
versation with Graham: “Superstar, 
you were way ahead of your 
time!"® 
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e wasn't a super- 
duper-heavyweight 
mountain of a man 
with muscles rip- 
pling down his front 
and sides. He had no gimmick, 
mask, great interview technique 
or catchy phrase associated 
with his name. By all accounts, 
he was rather ordinary. But 
what Nick Bockwinkle could do!" 
was WRESTLE. And he could 
do it in a style that made it look 
real. Hell, half the time it was 
real. Bockwinkle was the perfect 
gentleman, but in the ring he 
was one of the greatest heels of 
all time (late in his career, he 
turned hero). When he wrestled 
solo, be it as numerous-time 
AWA or NWA champ, he always 
seemed to win. Always! When he 
wrestled tag, both as a champ and 
as a contender, he was the utmost 
partner, doing whatever helped 
THE TEAM. This was most evident 
when he teamed early on with his 
father, Warren Bockwinkle, whose 
career he eclipsed. He had major 
glory with Ray “The Crippler” 
Stevens, with whom he three times 
won the AWA World Tag Team 
Championship belt for an astonish- 
ing three and a half total years 
between *71 and *75, beating—and 
cheating—such teams as The 
Bruiser & The Crusher, Verne 
Gagne & Billy Robinson, Mad Dog 
& Butcher Vachon and many oth- 
ers. They were managed by Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan who, back 
then, was “Pretty Boy” Bobby 
Heenan. Bockwinkle was smart. 
Goodlooking. Popular as a heel 
(enough to merit a guest-starring 
slot on TV’s The Monkees). And 
respected for over 30 years as one 
of the greatest wrestlers of his gen- 
eration. 
It was Bockwinkle, managed by 
Heenan, who ended Verne Gagne’s 
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record seven-year title run on 
11/8/75 in St. Paul, MN for the first 
of his four AWA championships. 
Back then they called him “Tricky” 
Nick and he called himself in inter- 
views, “the smartest wrestler alive.” 
Oh, how they used to love to hate 
him! And he’d pretend he hated the 
fans! Every time it seemed he’d lose 
his belt for some hometown 
goodguy, he’d find a way to get 
himself disqualified, lose the bout 
but keep the belt. Oh, they hated 
him even more for that! His first 
AWA title reign lasted five years! 

Verne Gagne would win the title 
back at Comisky Park in Chicago 
7/19/80. 

Tricky Nick started his second 
reign as AWA champ 5/19/81. 
Gagne retired. The AWA simply 
gave him back the belt, thus infuri- 
ating fans even more! He would 
hold it for another year and half until 
8/8/82 when he lost it, totally unex- 
pectedly, to an unknown named 
Otto Wanz. After Wanz had his 15 
minutes of fame with the belt (actu- 
ally seven weeks), Bockwinkle 


desiroyed him, held the belt for 
another six months, before trav- 
eling to Japan to lose it to Jumbo 
Tsuruta 2/22/84. 

Back in the states without the 
belt and without mouthpiece 
Heenan, Bockwinkle layed low 
for two years before returning. 
When he did, surprise surprise, 
the fans loved him. They loved it 
_ now when he cheated local yokel 
hometown heroes. Soon heels 
' were cheating him! And none so 
~ brazen as then-champ Stan 

~ Hansen. When Bockwinkle went 
to retrieve his strap for the third 
_ time 6/28/86 against Hansen, 
Hansen rebelled against having 
to lose and left The Denver Arena 
with the belt before the match! 
He flew to Japan where he 
attempted to defend it there 

weeks later but was stopped 
before the match took place. 
Despite Hansen’s howls of protest, 
the AWA awarded the champi- 
onship, minus the belt, to 
Bockwinkle in front of thousands of 
screaming fans. He would go on to 
defend the belt (which Hansen final- 
ly returned) for a full year before 
Curt Henning ended his champi- 
onship days forever. 

Tricky Nick Bockwinkle held the 
belt a combined eight years, a 
record that will most likely, in this 
new era of rotating champs, never 
be broken. He defeated, along the 
way, such names as Dick The 
Bruiser, Ricky Steamboat, both 
Funk brothers, Larry Zybysko, Verne 
Gagne, Mad Dog Vachon, Bruiser 
Brody, Jerry Lawler, Rick Martel, 
Tito Santana, The Crusher, Baron 
Von Raschke, Tommy Rich, Crusher 
Blackwell, Chief Wahoo McDaniel, 
Andre The Giant, Hulk Hogan and 
so many more. 

After his active days in the ring, 
he spent many an active day as 
WCW Commissioner before retiring 
from the game.@ 
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uddy Rogers was the 

original flamboyant 

toughguy blonde with a 

greased body and cool- 

as-hell strut. He was the 
Nature Boy, long before Ric Flair, 
the epitome of the cocky arrogant 
bastard who could back up his talk 
and walk with ornery toughness. 
Gorgeous George might’ve pre- 
ceded him, but he was always so 
fem, sprinkling that perfume 
around the ring. Buddy Rogers 
was the type of guy who if you 
squirted perfume at him would 
take that bottle and shove it up 
your ass. 

Born Herman Rohde in 1921, the 
6’2 227-pounder from Camden, 
New Jersey started wrestling in 
1939 at age 18 as Dutch Rogers. 
As Buddy Rogers, after dying his 
hair platinum, and outfitting himself 
with jewel-encrusted capes and a 
perpetual sneer, he became the 
prototypical villain, badder than 
the rest, handsome, despised, sci- 
entifically talented, Rogers ruled. 

He won the NWA belt in 1961 
from Pat O’Connor at Chicago’s 
Comisky Park in front of the largest 
crowd wrestling had ever garnered 
up to that time, 34,000+. He held it 
until 1963 when Lou Thesz beat 
him. But Thesz beat him in one fall 
and, at that time, all championships 
were decided on a two-out-of-three 
fall basis. Thesz as champ was 
hotly disputed. So much so that 
numerous Northeastern promoters 
refused to recognize Thesz and 
started their own federation, 
installing Rogers as its first champi- 
on. Thus the WWWF was born and 
later shortened to the WWF. 
(Rogers holds the rare distinction of 
holding both the NWA and WWWEF 
championships.) 

As the original WWWF champion, 
he fought and beat every goodguy 
thrown in his path for six months. 
Then, just prior to facing Bruno 
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Sammartino in New York City’s 
Madison Square Garden, he suf- 
fered a heart attack. Still, against 
doctor’s orders, he went into the 
squared circle and faced off against 
the Italian Superman from 
Pittsburgh. It took Bruno 48 sec- 
onds to win the belt that night. 

Rogers had invested his money 
well. He knew there was no reason 
to continue. Especially with his 
heart condition. So, like baseball’s 
Mickey Mantle going out on top and 
retiring early, Buddy Rogers quit 
right then and right there. 

In the 1970s, Rogers made a 
comeback as a manager. He always 
did talk a good ballgame. Now he 
did it officially, representing Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka, Gene Anderson, 
Big John Studd and Ken Patera. 

Feeling frisky and hated even 
more as a badguy manager, Rogers 
saw and was disgusted with the 


fact that another blonde, Ric Flair, 
was Calling himself Nature Boy. It 
infuriated him so much that he 
donned the tights in a hopeless 
comeback. When both Nature Boys 
squared off against each other in 
the summer of ’79, most in the 
crowd that night didn’t know Flair 
had grown up idolizing his oppo- 
nent. Flair had based his entire 
career on Rogers’ style, right down 
to the costuming, the dramatic 
entrances, the hair, the hated and 
heated exchanges with frontrow 
fans, even down to Rogers’ patent- 
ed finishing move, the Figure Four 
Leglock. What must the young Flair 
have been thinking when he looked 
across the ring and saw his idol-- 


1 older, not in the greatest health, but 


still sneering and still as formidable 


W) apresence as ever? Flair won and 


won quick. Rogers retired a second 


} time. 


Continuing on as a manager, 
Rogers’ health became a major 


"| concern, especially since he could- 
} n't help taking a swipe at the oppo- 


nents of those he managed. And, 
considering his reputation as the 
guy who practically started it all, 
many young wrestlers, who either 
didn’t know of his heart condition, 
or didn’t care, would be eager to 
mix it up with a smartmouth legend. 
Too many fights and not enough 
attention to his disorder speeded up 
his decline. Rogers was resting at 
home watching television one night 
when he saw again another Nature 
Boy. This time it was a nobody 
called Nature Boy Buddy Landell. It 
infuriated him again so much he 
came out of retirement a second 
time, demanding a match with this 
imposter Nature Boy Buddy. 

The fight was set for the summer 
of ’92. Rogers was 71. Landell was 
21. Rogers, who could still talk up a 
storm (in fact, he had his own tv 
show for awhile) promised everyone 
he would beat the kid. We’ll never 
know. Rogers, on June 26, 1992, 
suffered a fatal heart attack.@ 
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AGN iE -- 


espite his lofty #5 posi- 
tion in this mag, mail 


will no doubt come from 


fans who will cry about 

the legendary Verne 
Gagne not being the #1 
Heavyweight Champ of All Time. 
They'd have a point. This true 
American Olympic hero was to the 
midwest what Bruno (#2) 
Sammartino later became to the 
east coast. 

After being a spectacular mid- 
carder fresh from the collegiate 
ranks who could wow crowds with 
scientific skills in the late ‘40s, 
Gagne was kicked upstairs into 
headline status in the early ‘50s, 
being named NWA‘s U.S. Champ. 
He'd hold the strap for a full year 


before Wilber Snyder unseated him. 


On 4/12/58, though, he'd win it 
back from Dick The Bruiser, before 
being forced to vacate the belt 
8/16/60 upon being named AWA 


World Heavyweight Champion. (The 


AWA had installed Pat O'Connor 
as its first champ but when 
O'Connor kept ducking Gagne for 
three straight months, he was 
stripped of the strap and it went to 
Gagne.) 

Gagne was a great champion. A 
major celebrity, with celebrity 
friends, he was a handsome young 
goodguy whose knowledge of sci- 
entific moves, submission holds, 
counter-moves, ring psychology 
and utter gamesmanship won him 
over wherever he appeared. In his 


basic black, he’d enter the ring with 


little or no fanfare. During inter- 
views, he'd actually be rather soft- 
spoken (can you think of even one 
wrestler today who is sofi-spoken 
during interviews?). 

One of Gagne’s great feuds was 
with Gene Kiniski. It was Kiniski 
who wrested the AWA belt away 
from him 7/11/61 to wear it but for 
27 days until Gagne won it back. 
Then Bill Miller (wrestling under the 
name Mister M) beat Gagne 1/9/61, 
and'wore the belt for seven months 
and 12 days until Gagne won it 
back. Next came The Crusher. The 
Crusher was a particularly mean 
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spirit, built like a fire hydrant and 
just as hard to move. The trend of 
Gagne losing to a different heel and 
always regaining the belt was a 
popular storyline in the early ‘60s. 
The Crusher got to be King Heel for 
all of 11 days before Gagne won it 
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back. Probably the most dangerous 
heel of his generation, Fritz Von 
Erich, with his awesome claw hold, 
won the belt next for two weeks 
before Gagne won it back a fifth 
time. The Crusher came back for 
another go-round as champ that 
lasted another two weeks before 
Gagne regained the belt for a sixth 
straight time. Mad Dog Vachon, one 
of the most villainous villains to ever 
don the tights, had his two-week #1 
fling before Gagne regained the belt 
5/16/64. The Mad Dog, though, was 
not finished. He shockingly beat 
Gagne.a second time in 
Minneapolis 10/20/64, refusing to 
lose when everyone expected 
Gagne to win it back for a record 
eighth time. 

Mad Dog, like his name, was a 


truly scary wrestler. That's why 
when Gagne inked a deal to wrestle 
him in St. Paul, MN 2/26/67, antici- 
pation ran high. This time, after two 
years, four months and six days 
without the AWA belt, Gagne won it 
back for the eighth time within six 
years. Dr. X continued the soap 
opera by practically stealing the belt 
away and keeping it for his obligato- 
ry two week period before Gagne 
became a nine-time AWA champ. 
So, after reigns of approximately 1) 
11 months; 2) five months; 3) 11 
months; 4) one week; 5) four 
months; 6) five months; 7) five 
months; and 8) six months, Gagne 
now held the belt from August 31, 
1968 to November 8, 1975 when 
Nick Bockwinkle began his own 
reign of almost five years. 

Guess who finally unseated 
Bockwinkle? 

On July 18, 1980 in Chicago, after 
being in the ring since the late 
1940s, Verne Gagne (known at this 
point as Mr. AWA), beat Bockwinkle 
for an unprecedented 10"! run as 
AWA champion. He retired on May 
19, 1981 as champion, leaving the 
AWA championship vacant. (It 
would be awarded back to 
Bockwinkle.) 

Gagne's bloodiest and most vio- 
lent feuds were with Dick The 
Bruiser, Mad Dog Vachon, Ray 
Stevens, Pat Patterson, Fritz Von 
Erich, The Crusher, Harley Race, 
Superstar Billy Graham, Larry “The 
Ax” Henning (father of Curt and 10 
times as tough), Stan Hansen, Mr. 
Saito, Ernie “The Big Cat” Ladd and 
Nick Bockwinkle. He warred with 
each to no particular fanfare, little 
television, no pay-per-views, just 
hard tough mat battles year after 
year in front of midwestern crowds 
who loved him and hated his oppo- 
nents. 

When you talk about a work ethic, 
a gutbucket will to win, a dazzling 
showman whose knowledge of his 
craft exceeded his opponents 
almost every time, no, make that 
every damn time, you're talkin’ the 
great Verne Gagne. Wrestling will 
never again see the likes of him!® 
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case could be 
made for the 6’2 
225-pound Lou 
Thesz as the #1 
Heavyweight 
Wrestling Champion of All 
Time. Obviously, if you go by 
the stats, Thesz stands 
supreme. He was an AWA 
champ and a six-time NWA 
champ, the only man ever to 
unify the championships of 
three different federations. 
During one string of his 
career, he went undefeated 
for eight straight years (years 
that he’d crisscross North 
America to fulfill between 
200 and 250 dates)! He wore 
various belts from the time 
he was 21 in 1945 to the 
time he was 54 in 1978. If 
you go by mat technique and 
scientific moves, he also 
would rank #1, having devel- 
oped an incredible arsenal of 
submission holds. During his 
prime, he was an overwhelming 
fan favorite, filling North American 
arenas with fans so rabid they'd 
sooner start a fistfight than admit to 
a Thesz weakness. 

Born 4/24/16 in East St. Louis, 
MO, he turned pro at 16, co-trained 
by the legendary Ed “Strangler” 
Lewis. At 21, he won his first 
regional belt. It would be the first of 
dozens. At 22, he was the Mid West | 
Wrestling Association World title- 
holder. At 23, he hit the bigtime, 
starring in the American Wrestling 
Association (AWA). The champ at 
that time, Yvon Robert, avoided 
Thesz like the plague, and was 
stripped of his title for so doing. 


Thus, at 24, this goodlooking mati- | 


nee idol type wowed the men and 
wooed the ladies as AWA heavy- 
weight champion. 

On Nov. 27, 1949, Thesz is 
awarded the National Wrestling 
Alliance championship when the 
NWA’s very first champ, Orville 
Brown, is injured in a carcrash. He 
would hold the belt for three years | 
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| before losing to Whipper Billy 


) Watson on March 15, 1956 in 


| Toronto when he was counted out 

| of the ring by special guest boxer 

| referee Jack Dempsey. It was found 

| out later that Thesz had suffered a 

| severe ankle injury while skiing just 
weeks before the match. He would 

| regain the title only eight months 
later. After another year as champ, 

| Thesz loses the belt to Dick Hutton 
in Toronto before regaining it again 
in 1963 by beating the great Buddy 
Rogers. In ’66, badguy Gene Kiniski 
beat him in his own hometown in a 
hotly contested affair that midwest 


| oldtimers still talk about. 


Thesz, from ’49 to 64, tried his 

| damndest to unify the title and bring 
/ some legitimacy to pro wrestling. At 
that time, the NWA was top dog 
and Thesz, as NWA champ for so 

| many years, Succeeded in unifying 
the NWA, AWA and California’s 

| WWA to become the only true 

| undisputed heavyweight champion 

| ever. No one had done it until then, 
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of All Time 


and no one has done it since. 

When it came to the appli- 
cation of submission holds, 
no one was more feared than 
Lou Thesz. He had such an 
arsenal of body-wrecking 
maneuvers that other grap- 
plers both feared and 
respected him inside and 
outside the ring. Thesz was 
always afforded special lock- 
er room considerations, 
befitting his stature as one of 
the sport’s true superstars. 
Like a karate master who 
would never practice lethal 
moves except in extraordi- 
nary situations, Thesz 
claimed to never use certain 
holds unless opponents got 
carried away and refused to 
lose designated matches (or 
who were foolish enough to 
want to test his mettle under 
fire). 

After losing the NWA belt 
at age 42, he kept wrestling 
as a main attraction, and 
kept winning. He held the 
NWA International title, two 

NWA Southern titles ("73 and 
78), the U.S. Junior Heavyweight 
title (73), the Mexican World 
Heavyweight title (77), titles in 
Texas and Montreal, and the once- 
prestigious United States 
Heavyweight title ("78) among many 
other lesser honors too numerous to 
mention (one after a wild’n’wooly 
1979 “Retirement Match” with 
Crazy Luke Graham in Atlanta). 

Revered as an American God in 
Japan, he first traveled there in 
1957 to wrestle the legendary 
Rikidozan to a one-hour draw. In 
1990, Thesz was even urged by the 
Japanese, at age 74, to come out of 
retirement—complete with artificial 
hip replacement-- and lose grace- 
fully to Masa Chono. Thesz today, 
at 84, lives with his wife of 22 years, 
Charlie, in Virginia. His biography, 
Hooker, was authored by Kit 
Bauman. And who knows? Maybe 
the WWF will lure him out of retire- 
ment still for a special inter-gender 
oldtimer match with Mae Young! 


| —Mike Greenblatt® 
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o be the man, 

you have to BEAT 

the man" is one 

of the most 

famous catch- 
phrases in wrestling history. 
With 16 World Title reigns 
under his belt, Ric Flair is 
that man. While many have 
been able to defeat the man 
in the ring, nobody has 
been able to surpass his 
longevity and durability as 
the one of the Greatest 
Champions in modern 
times. Along with a mix of 
superior wit and charisma 
on top of being a true ring 
technician, an argument 
could be made for Ric Flair 
as the #1 champion of all 
time. 

Ric made his 12/72 pro 
debut after a high school 
football/basketball/wrestling 
career. Coached in part by 
the great Verne Gagne, 
Ric’s AWA career set the 
scene. It was ’75. Ric was 
saddled with a broken neck 
and back from surviving a 
plane crash. Few figured 
he’d even walk. Showing 
the heart of a champion, Ric } 
was wrestling in less than 
two years! 

In the NWA, he layed 
claim to fame as a modern 
day icon of the squared can- 
vas. He beat Bobo Brazil for his 
first title reign as U.S. Heavyweight 
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Champion in ’77. He kept winning 
titles for the next four years, from 
tag titles to U.S. titles. His first 
world title run, was won from Dusty 
Rhodes in September of 1981. This 
feud with "The American Dream" 
would continue almost 15 years. 
Other famed battles would be with 
such names as Harley Race, Ricky 
Steamboat, and a classic against 
Kerry Von Erich in Dallas. 

With everyone wanting a shot at 
the World Title, Ric surrounded him- 
self with three friends to become 
the first posse, something every 
“World Order” and “DX” would be 
modeled after. They were called The 
Four Horseman: Ric, Tully 


Blanchard, Ole and Arn 
Anderson. Over the 
years, there would be 
many members deemed 
worthy, including Sting, 
Lex Luger, Sid Vicious, 
Barry Windham, Chris 
Benoit, and even Steve 
McMichael. Of all of 
those who came and 
went, the two constants 
were Rick and Arn. Of the 
many different variations 
of Horsemen that domi- 
nated the NWA/WCW, it 
was always Flair who ran 
the show and continued 
his dominance, all 
throughout the ‘80s and 
“90s. 

In 1991, Ric brought 
his dominance to WWF 
waters. His cockiness 
and proclamation of 
being the real World 
Champion led to a series 
of battles with various 
superstars until he won 
the WWF Championship 
} at the Royal Rumble in 
1992. He battled with 
Randy Savage, then Bret 
Hart, as Hart ended his 
second WWF reign in 
October of 1992. A feud 
with Mr. Perfect brought 
Ric’s days as a WWF 
superstar to a close as he 
lost a “Loser Leave 
Town” match. Back he 
went to the WCW. 

The remaining ‘90s years 
saw Ric continue to domi- 
nate, but with less frequency. Fans 
who had mocked his arrogance 
over the years grew to respect "The 
Nature Boy." Whether he had the 
title or not, Ric didn’t stop being 
loved. Age has now finally caught 
up to The Man recently, as he has 
been forced to take time off to 
nurse various injuries. While his 
skills as a wrestler have eroded, his 
charisma has remained intact, 
keeping him in the spotlight as a 
younger generation of wrestlers— 
including his own son David-- 
attempt to carry on the torch he lit. 

Check www. ricflair.com for a 

dose of history.@ 
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Top 20 Heavyweight Champions of All Time 


__by Mike Greenblatt” 


Bruno went for the belt against 
Pedro. The two wrestled to a one- 
hour draw. 

Bruno’s second run as champ 
| started when he beat Stan Stasiak, 
managed by The Grand Wizard. 
Stasiak had beat the beloved Pedro 
on December 1, 1973 in 
Philadelphia. He lost to Bruno, 
managed by Arnold “Golden Boy” 
Skoaland, just 11 days later. His 
~~| second reign, four years strong, 

| would have him beating the likes of 
| lvan Koloff, Ken Patera, Bruiser 
| Brody, Professor Toru Tanaka, Ox 
| Baker, Bobby Duncan, “Texas” 
| Stan Hansen and many others. The 
Hansen match was a Texas doozy. 
It was April 26, 1976. Hansen beat 
up Bruno so bad that the ref had to 
stop the match due to excessive 
blood. Also, during that match, 
Hansen’s finishing hold, The Lariat, 
almost broke Bruno’s neck. Hansen 
was awarded a rematch (you can 
only lose the belt if you’re pinned or 
submit) when he won the match but 
not the belt. He talked up his domi- 
nation over Bruno bigtime during 
interviews advancing the rematch 
but when they stepped on the mat 
for a second time, he had no 
chance against the spectacular 
might of Bruno. 

Finally, after 11+ years as champ, 
Superstar Billy Graham ushered in a 
new era by beating Bruno in 


runo Laopardo 
Franceso Sammartino 
was born October 6, 
1935 in Abruzzi, Italy. 
He debuted in 1958 at 
age 23 and within nine years was 
wrestling internationally in Japan 
and Europe. His final match was 
tagteam style with his son David 
in 1985 when he was 50. In 
between, some say he was the 
#1 all time great. In parts of four 
different decades, Bruno ruled. 
He held the belt longer than any- 
one in WWF history, two title 
reigns combining 11 years! 

The 5’10 265-pounder was 
incredibly popular, possibly THE 
most popular wrestler ever. His 
Madison Square Garden fans 
filled the venue every month for 
years and years bringing Italian 
flags and spitting and hissing on 
his every opponent. When you talk 
‘60s and early-‘70s wrestling in the 
northeast, you gotta talk Bruno. 

A former boxer and weighiilifter, 
Bruno’s first taste of gold came in 
Toronto in 1962 as International 
Tag Team Champion with Whipper 
Billy Watson. When he beat Buddy 
Rogers in 48 seconds on May 17, 
1963 to start his first reign as 
WWWEFE champ, it would be a run 
lasting seven years! A true fighting 
champion, Bruno fought and beat 
Killer Kowalski, Classy Freddy 
Blassie, Gorilla Monsoon, Waldo 
Von Erich, George “The Animal” 
Steele and literally hundreds of oth- 
ers night after night in city after city, 


Bear.” Cold War hysteria was at its 
height and Koloff beefed up his 
Russian antics with flags and anti- 
U.S. talk. Oooh, was he hated! 
When Koloff beat Sammartino at 
the Garden on January 17, 1971, a 
hushed silence fell over the crowd. 
He pinned Bruno by flying off the 
top rope and wrapping up the hero 
in a Russian Leg Drop. It had been 
almost eight years of constant tour- Baltimore on May 1, 1977. Bruno 
ing as champion for the Italian turned his attention to training a 

§) Strongman. ) strong newcomer, Larry Zbyszko. 

y That’s when he dropped out of H Zbyszko would eventually turn on 

} sight for awhile. § his teacher and, in a Shea Stadium 
)}) When he came back to team with §} cage match, would feel that same 
Dick The Bruiser to beat Ernie “The |} might and fury in losing to his men- 


Per : F ) Big Cat” Ladd and Baron Von tor. 
Boies Aric! the WWWE tagteamn Rasche for the tag team champi- The end of Bruno’s career carne 
championship in ‘67 onship of the World Wrestling after a few more headlining wins 
Nicknamed The Halian Association (WWA), it gave him the over famous heels like Rowdy 

Strongman, Bruno, in a legendary inspiration to participate in a 1972 Roddy Piper and Adrian Adonis. He 
match against the 600-pound Battle Royal in Los Angeles which had major problems with the direc- 
Haystacks Calhoun, beat the fatso |)M& won. tion Vince McMahon was taking the 
when he picked him up and body- His glorious 1972 return to the WWE and quit in frustration. He 
Slammed himlLall@aboutiprute WWWF had him teaming up with worked for some other feds but 
power! : ee Peer to Mn ane tag cg e000 Se of the Bhat n s done 

+t F ; edro Morales was the curren ainment” concept and would never 
pete sewed Bee. champ. In a rare goodguy versus have anything to do with the sport 

: goodguy match at Shea Stadium, again.® 
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Now Available at these Stores 


s Vi 
32 W 39th St. NY, NY 10018 
(212) 398-6690 
5 Videos 
3135 N. Broadway, Chicago, IL 
(773) 248-7942 
= vi 
2456 Chestnut St. San Francisco, CA 

(415) 440-2510 

12433 Rochester Ave, W. Los Angeles, CA 

(at corner of Santa Monica Blvd, & Centinela) 
(310) 820-8939 

Famous Sports Videos V 
1025 E. Hallandale Beach Blvd. 
Hallandale, FL 
(954) 458-5550 
Videos of $ 
Plaza Del Sol, 4698 Convoy St. STE 205 
San Diego, CA 92111 

(858) 573-2307 


Alabama 
2207-C University Dr. Huntsville, AL 
(256) 534-2015 


In Denver 
10109 W, 37 Plc, Wheatridge, CO 
(Kipling Plaza: SW Corner 38th & Kipling) 
(303) 431-1984 


In The Carolinas 
5024-C Two Notch Rd. Columbia, SC 
(803) 754-6669 
2201 Freedom Dr. Charlotte, NC 
(704) 399-4992 


In Connecticut 
690 East Main St. Meriden, CT 
(203) 238-0012 


In Florid 
5337 Gunn Hwy. Tampa, FL 
(813) 963-3002 
2839 Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 
(404) 237-3193 
2901 Highway 82 East, Sumner, GA 
(912) 776-7019 


In_Illinois 
2739-43 N Mannheim Rd. Franklin Pk, IL 
(847) 455-5525 
In_New Orleans 
3020 Veterans Blvd. Metairie, LA 
(504) 833-1768 


In Boston 
1038 Beacon St. Brookline, MA 
(617) 731-0687 
iri W; 
11708 Reisterstown Rd. Reisterstown, MD 
(410) 526-5700 
3817 Jefferson Davis Hwy. Richmond, VA 
(804) 743-1099 
7670 Richmond Hwy. Alexandria, VA 
(703) 765- 1211 
5133 Lee Hwy. Arlington, VA 
(703) 532-5340 


In Detroit 
16112 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 
(734) 261-2660 


In Kentucky 
1201 N. 8th St. Paducah, KY 
(270) 442-2311 
571 New Circle Rd. NE Suite #1 Lexington, KY 
(606) 293-1966 


In Minneapolis 
2655 Hennepin Ave So. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 377-4977 
In Missouri 
7215 Manchester, St. Louis, MO 
(314) 781-4111 
In New Jersey 
Easy Video, 39 Interstate Plaza Ramsey, NJ 
(201) 818-2311 
2141 Crompond Rd. Peekskill, NY 
(914) 739-9249 
1109 Elmwood Ave, Buffalo, NY 
(716) 881-1953 
1303 Hempstead Tpke. Elmont, NY 
(516) 352-2919 


In Ohio 
6641 Mayfield Rd. Mayfield Hts., OH 
(440) 473-0442 
1186 N. High St. Columbus, OH 
(614) 294-2869 
vani: 
2854 Street Rd. Bensalem, PA 
(215) 638-3605 


In Texas 
902 Ross Ave. Dallas, TX 
(214) 720-9296 
2525 Friendswood Link Rd. Friendswood, TX 
(281) 992-2411 
9037 Westheimer, Houston, TX 
(713) 339-1088 
122 % Broadway Ave. East Seattle, WA 
(206) 322-3511 


Prices are for mail order only 
Store prices may vary 


Visit us on the internet at 


http://catfight.com 


EXCHANGE/RETURN POUCY; ALL ORDERS ARE FINAL NO 
RETURNS OR EXCHANGES FOR ANY REASON EXCEPT THE 
REPLACEMENT OF DEFECTIVE MERCHANDISE WHICH WILL BE 
HONORED WITHIN TWO WEEKS OF ORDER SHIPMENT. 
REPLACEMENTS WILL BE OF THE SAME TITLE ONLY, 


woweatsneom L,, SCOTT SALES 800-582-4343 


Fast Twitch Video starring Andrulla Blanchette 
' a7 N DR UI 


A 4 
BLANCHETT 


Magneeta - Her sparring partner...weighs 
300 Ibs., runs 30 m.p.h., and is made of steel. 


AB-MAG $49% 


Andrulla Blanchette pumping and posing 


oe Featuring French Canadian bodybuilder Introducing North American fitness champion 
in rnia. 
AB-CAL $49% 


Collette Guimond (5'1” 150 Ibs.) Karen (5'4" 125 lbs. - 5% body fat) in posing, 
arm wrestling and wrestling. 
UT-MM $49 UT-PP $49" 


Way Beyond Buff 
Bodybuilding Superstar Theresa puts her 17” arms through 
la gym workout, then punishes her male opponent on the mat, 


FRO4 $49% 


ee ee 


The M.A.S.S. Squad 2 
Action adventure with Rowena, Giselle, Sass sae 
and Min Yung. Martial arts finesse vs. brute Rowena’s Built To Flex 
muscle power. Sensuous posing with heroically endowed Rowena 
AWE-TMS2 


40min.  $49% AWE-BTF 30min. $49% 


As Big As It Gets 


Rene Toney - 59” 207 lbs. of vein popping 
muscularity - flexes 19” arms then demonstrates 
her awesome strength and wrestling ability. 


FROS 


squats 500 lbs., leg presses Big, Blonde and Beautiful 


The Orin J Heller Collection 1.200 Ibs. and benches 300 Ibs. 5’9" 170 is. Lora works out, poses, peice 
Rare footage of muscular women from as far back as 1945. Includes also Christa Bauch flexes FRO7 $49) 
strong women circus girls, early weightlifting contests, lifting and more. and bends steels bars! 


LH-OJH1 LH-AV2 $49= 


Ray Martin Productions: Bodybuilders most beautiful superstars in 
strength and posing scenarios, gym-work, arm-wrestling, lifting and more. 


hy, ~ = . “ ~ 4% 


: _ Hoistess E 

Lift & carry video featuring female bodybuilders 

showing off their incredible strength - incredible 
military press of 200-+b. male. 


BPHO1 60min. $49% 


Robin Scissors her victim between her muscular 
thighs and shows us numerous headlocks, 


Marianna Komlos : schoolboy pins & Lifts. 
RM-139 $59* RM-165 $59# RM117 $59# CFV-96 $49* 
1 L. Scott Sales PO Box 4430 College Point, NY 11356 ; 


OAB-MAG COBP-HO1 (COFP-09 ORM-86 OUT-MM 
OAB-CAL COOCFV-96 OLH-OQUH] ORM-117 COUT-PP 

CO AWE-TMS2 © FP-04 OLH-AV2 = (ORM-139 
a] 
T 


AWE-BTF () FP-07 ORN-77 ~=CORM-165 


For credit card access on muscle lines 


ship, catfights and more. n 
call 800-91 TEUMESS® per min. 


1 1 

! 1 

! { 

1 1 

1 1 

! ! 

: otal for merchandise requested ...... $ ' 

H Shipping & handling ............... $ ; 

1 NY residents add 8.25% sales tax ..... $ I | 

. s Grand total\eats cea eaten aes $ i F le M le Li 
Female WrestlingLine | (© creck 0 Money Order 01 visa 1) MasterCara «= |: WOMMate Miuscie ine 
1-900-993-1396 c=" Ea iy eke ts 
Only $2# per min. 18+ 1 Sign. oe H Speak live to female bodybuilders or 
1-800-452-6689 {Nae _ — =_ listen to hot muscle & wrestling stories. 
$2 per min. 18+ creditcard joes - =: —— 900-884-FLEX 
Exchange fantasy for reality as you speak live 1 City —_ State Zip 1 $3® per min. 18+ 
with torrid, sexy women about wrestling, I certify that [am I The Athletic Connection: 
face-sitting, trampling, domination, foot wor- over 18 years old X } Dateline & musclefantasies 
! 
{ 


Foreign Orders: double postage (PAL: 


eme Pro, Wrestling 
ocksCalifornia Fans! 


Sa 
ged superstars with names 
lebb, The Messiah, Pogo The 
e Death Match”), Tool, Axi Rotten 
rer bloody, Xtreme Pro Wrestling 

s no-holds-barred wars. 
Borden, Jessica Darlin, Tammy 
ue roadshow national via cable 


‘Lizzie just seconds after 
ecsto the mat by 
BSuglas. 


\" On 
OX) 
OY 
WARAD 
Eee, 


Axl Rotten takes his ba. 
to Supreme’s > 


Former champ | 
\\ Ahost of wrestlers and Chris Candido 
~ ¢ refs try to help Candido and Tammy 
’_up after he got wiped 
out with the brutal Sytch 


unge” of 


i 
uglas. 


Fatu or The Tonga Kid as. +.” > *. + aes Kristi Myst 


he’s oftentimes known?~ > , 


Sesooc 
Sooooe 
Poon 

wooo? 


Kronus and Rotten 
mix it up outside y 
the ring. 


(ce ge 


MONVIASIAUNOd JajuUar :o}0Ud 


Enhance The Quality Of 
Your Life With Natural 
Magnetic Energy. 


Experience Spiritual And 
Physical Well-Being . 


Worn By Famous 
National Sports Figures 


Choose Gold or Siluer inish 


MAIL TO: STERLING/MACFADDEN DEPT. MPB 
35 Wilbur Street., Lynbrook, NY 11563 


Please send Magnet Power Bracelet: Gold OSéluer 
C1 $4.99 each 12 for $8.99 

add $2.00 for postage. Total = 

Check or M0. payable to Sterling/Macfadden 


Zip 


Canada: send $7.99 each Foreign: send $12.99 each 
Send Int'l. M.0. for U.S. dollars drawn on U.S. bank. 


BEST BY MAIL 
Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 34230 


GIRLS’ CHATLINES: 1-800-214-4068; 011-678-72231; 
1-876-468-3897; phone billing. DATELINE; 1-800-756- 
6934) 18+. = <= = 
CONSISTENT CASINO CASH-INS - All Table Games 
and Slots. FREE Details. Choice Specialties, 407 E. 3rd 
St., #3, Vinton, AS52349. 
“FREE” DISH NETWORK after rebate.” Save NOW! 
www.normal.net/save 

4,700 REPORTS! RESELL Rights! $11.95!! Instant De- 
tails: 1g4700cd @ garvinweb.com 

DON’T GIVE UPI!! Your predestined soul-mate is wait- 
ing. Call; 1-900-993-3298 $2.99 MIN 18+. 

PERFECT HOME BUSINESS Opportunity: LEISURE, 
Box 1836, Denham Springs, LA 70727-1836. 
usmintquarters.com... coin boards, quarters, golden 
dollars!!! (603)645-4772 

SECRET CELEBRITY PHOTOS. FREE catalog. Acme 
Publications-(WW2), Box 130397, St. Paul, MN 55113. 
EASILY BECOME A MILLIONAIRE. Details: AWB, Box 
787, Lake Dallas, Texas 75065. 


WRESTLING FANS 
join the new craze the WFW (World Fan- 
tasy Wrestling) fan club forming fast, 
prizes and discounts on wrestling mer- 
chandise. Free details: Muniz Books, 
P.O. Box 7411, Arlington, TX 76005 


THE AMERICAN HEART 
ASS@IATION 
eee PRGGRAMe 


WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 
+ 
@pAmerican Heart Association 


This space provided as a public service. 


FIGHTING 
DIRECTORY 


If meeting. competing against, 
th, reading about or 
restlers, 


FIGHTING is for you! 
"Match Mate" Photo Section 
of Female Fighters 
ive Personal listings 
ages + (all contacts direct) 
Clubs. ideos/Films, Publications, 


Websites - Plus Free Personal Listing! 
Orders filled by return Mail. O 
$50. overseas) Cash, Ch j 
C/Visa accepted. AMFEM CO.’ Box 
93 Cooper Station (G) NYC 10003 
"...a grabber of a OCEANS 
PLAYBO 


Continued from page 28 


every show. My tag team, the 
BackSeat Boyz, is on top right now 
and we plan on staying there for a 
long time. If we can be on top here, 
we can be on top anywhere." 

But some, such as Mack Smack, 
couldn't care less about those 
preaching the value of CZW’s tech- 
nical talent. "Justice Pain has 
always had the hate running 
through his blood," he says. "He’s 
never been a crowd favorite, never 
wanted to be a crowd favorite. He is 
ultraviolent, he is a technical 
wrestler. Ric Blade, yeah, he’s a 
technical wrestler but big deal, he 
jumps off of stuff. Great. Justice 
Pain does it all. He wrestles, he’s 


LOADED Wi 


ig S 


STERLING/MACFADDEN DEPT. 741 

35 Wilbur Street., Lynbrook, NY 11563 

C) Please send STEVE AUSTIN VS GOLDBERG! 

| enclose $3.99 + $1.00 postage. 

Check or M.0. payable to: Sterling/Macfadden 


ee ery 
Canada: send $5.99 Foreign: send $7.99 


7 i 

restling! 
hardcore, what more do you need? 

"Wifebeater is the personification 
of ultraviolence. He’s had more 
glass in him than an recyclable 
truck. He is a machine that runs off 
pain. He’s been hit with everything-- 
glass, tables, barbed wire, fire. It 
doesn’t matter. He takes it all and 
keeps going, and sometimes he 
even does it with a smile. What | do 
is point him in the right direction just 
like you would do with a rabid ani- 
mal. Point, kill. Point, attack." 

CZW’s not without its female con- 
tingent either, however small it may 
be. Feisty Natasha managed Jon 
Dahmer until recently when he 
changed his ways and began hang- 
ing around the likes of the eccentric 
Diablos Macabre. Natasha in recent 
weeks has sided with Macabre’s 


Send Int'l. M.0. for U.S. dollars drawn on U.S. bank. 


64 WRESTLING WORLD 


former partner Gabriel Knight and 
has come to the aid of Pastor Jim, a 
southern "gentleman" with more 
skeletons in his closet than he 
wants others to know. Natasha has 
been known to get in the ring for 
mixed tag matches with Dahmer 
against Zandig and his valet, Dallas. 
On the other side, Ric Blade’s man- 
ager, Shorti, remains a petite cheer- 
leader outside the ring. 

The main problem CZW wrestlers 
are facing these days, though, is not - 
with one another, but with New 
Jersey politicians. The young orga- 
nization is on the verge of being 
pushed out of the state with legisla- 
tion that would force State Athletic 
Commission regulation on events 
by federations such as CZW, in 
addition to restricting events to only 
those over 18. While proponents of 
the bill, which passed through the 
Senate in June, insist it is for the 
safety of the fans and workers, 
many fans, fellow workers, and 
insiders see the bill as an easy way 
of attacking small federations. The 
bill distinguishes between "profes- 
sional wrestling" and "extreme 
wrestling,” excluding the big three 
from the "extreme" category (law- 
makers must be oblivious to the fact 
that ECW stands for EXTREME 
Championship Wrestling and they 
must also have missed some of 
ECW’s now classic matches next 
door in Philadelphia’s own ECW 
Arena). 

CZW most likely will not be look- 
ing to move to Pennsylvania, where 
they have already had headaches 
when being booted out of a roomy 
Philadelphia venue just days before 
the fed was set for an ambitious 
pay-per-view filming in conjunction 
with legendary Japanese wrestler 
Atsushi Onita’s Onita Kogyo promo- 
tion. The card was set to feature a 
guest appearance by hardcore "liv- 
ing legend" Terry Funk and 
Japanese-style matches unlike any- 
thing that’s ever been presented live 
in the U.S. Among the matches on 
the subject card: A Three-way 
Glass Cage match, a Fans Supply 
the Weapons Battle Royal, a Freaks 
of Nature match with four aquari- 
ums (contents unannounced, but 
snakes, alligators and piranhas 
were hinted at), and an Exploding 
Barbed Wire match. When the 
Pennsylvania Athletic Commission 
caught wind of what was happen- 
ing, the pay-per-view was quickly 


Madman Pondo (above) with a dol- 


lar bill stapled to his forehead. 


After the 
Hardcore Nick 
Gage/Wifebeater 


CZW president 
Zandig 
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The First Fully Sanctioned 
Televised Ladies Oil 
Wrestling Championship 


"SLIPPERY WHEN WET!" 


The slickest Hot Bods in Ladies Professional 
Oil Wrestling compete in this Exciting, Exotic 
single elimination Tournament! Eight wily 
women grapple for the gold until one is 
crowned with the priceless Diamond Crystal 
Tiara as National Grand Champion. 


BAMBI THE BRIDE TO BE vs 
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD 


COWGIRL CALAMITY JANE vs 
BRAWNA THE BLACK BERET 


RANDI THE ACID ROCK N ROLLER vs 
MELANIE THE MECHANIC 


CHELSIE THE CHEERLEADER vs 
CARMEN THE BARBARIAN 


Don't miss a Drop of the action in this 
No-Holds-Barred Fight to the Finish, 'til 
one Oil-Slicked Sweetheart is pinned to 
the slippery mat! It’s not just another 
swimsuit show! 


It's Wet! It's Wild! It's Wacky! It's Good 
Clean Fun! It’s SLIPPERY WHEN WET! 


90 Minutes - 
$35.00!! 


VHS or Beta Format 
$35 00 (U.S. currency) + $3.00 postage & handling 
(Ohio residents add $2.40 sales tax)" 


PAL Format 
$45.00 (U.S. currency) + $10.00 postage & handling” 


Send Checks, Wildebeest Productions 
Money Orders, PO Box 6127 
or Cash to: Cinci i 
incinnati, OH 45206 
* Immediate Shipping for Money Orders/Cash 
3-4 Week Shipping for Checks 
Outside U.S. must send international money 
orders or U.S. cash 
"SLIPPERY WHEN WET!" 
Select Format: OAVHS (C)Beta 


T-Shirts Also Available [)7-Shirt 
for only $20.00 


Address: 
City, State, Zip: 


Total Enclosed$ 


Must by 18 or older to order 


WILDEBEEST PRODUCTIONS 


"Outstanding In Our Field” 
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er-type Known as 
crowds with a fast and loose style of grappling that always 
seems to feature hot guest stars and a legion of homegrown 
heels and heroes. Major names ue eat s include Dapper 
Dan (whose finisher is the “Yankee Cl 

Gang (a deranged chainsaw-carrying carpetbagger who’s 
tough as nails...literally!)® 


* BEEP INTHE 


lvan Putski’s Southwest Wrestling Federation 


ustin, Texas—Austin is definitely one of the hippest 
cities in America due to its musical eccentricities. 
Now, Austin, due to Polish Power Himself, Ivan 
Putski, is home to what’s known as the Southwest 
sisetine Federation Putski and a talkative manag- 
Murillo have been entertaining growing 


ipper”) and One Man 


Pd 
“The Girls Of Texas Heat” with father-son heroes Jose Lothario and Jose Lothario, 
Jr. Senior has been one of the most beloved wrestlers 
in all of Texas for numerous decades. 


Cedric Of Hollywood, the vain badguy 
who’s always asking, “where’s my mir- 
ror?,” is usually surounded by “The Girls 
Of Texas Heat.” Here, he hurts Buster, 


iS 
Public Enemy. The table-smashing 
originators. Never tied to any one fed- 
eration, they are ALWAYS in demand. 


who’s known for oftentimes bringing a 
crowbar into the ring with him. 


ar 


§ 


Jay Youngblood has a laugh at the 
expense of Mike Fox. Ouch! 


Beans OF TERS. 


Images by Dr. Steve Beyer 


Team Putski. Would you believe these 
brothers, Scott and Brent, are Ivan 
Putski’s sons? Well, they are. And their 
matches with Public Enemy have been 


the highlights of many a night in Austin. 


The Desperado: always attired i in black 


leather, this veteran Latino from the 


Texas Rio Grande Valley is a fan favorite. 


Hot/Ho Hot! 


| “LOADS OF 
_ FASCINATING 


STERLING/MACFADDEN DEPT. 753A 
35 WILBUR ST., LYNBROOK, NY 11563 


Wrestling Maniacs 6/00 Ue/99 

$3.99 each / 2 for $6.99 

Add $1.00 postage. Total $ 

Check or M.O payable to STERLING/MACFADDEN 


Name. 

Address 

City 

Si ee Zip 


Canada send $6.00 Foreign send $8.00 
Send Int'l. M.O. for U.S. dollars drawn on U.S. bank. 
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Sailor "Moon Dog’ Whites 


Cutting Edge Style of 
Wrestling...& Politics: | 


By Canadian Correspondent Geoff Dale _ 
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7” GOLDBERG 


2D OE OO OKOKO 


VERVTHINGH 


STONE COLD 


o::¢ 
2 : 


And Other Hot Stars! 


Free Gift 
with order over 
—$25-06- 


$11.95 


Action 
Magnets . Y 
Oversized 6” tall, 1/2” thick, *« 
in Vibrant color. ak 
Choose Goldberg- 
Hulk Hogan- 
Group of 8 NWO Champs 
Only. $795 $3.95 
2 for $13.95 $6.95 


> i-th 
SABLE 
GOLDBERG 


rific color photo on 
bis black T- shirt. 
100% pre-shrunk cotton. 
One size fits all. 
$4435 $7.50 


Biker's wallet 
Genuine leather 
14” thick chain 

WCW “Who's Next” 
Goldberg black wallet 
only.$10:95 $5.50 


"Caton eudtes “= 
pela peers! —Sable 5" ACTION STICKERS 
only.$3.95° $1.95 ihe coon of 
S695 $3. ustin or Goldberg | 

ae sat only $2:85each $1.50 E 

Set of 3 only. $6.93 $3.50 . 


(all different poses) «K —, 
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| ss T-Shirt SShkostta: LGoldberg Sable Sterling/Macfadden, Dept. WW-3 Sale! | 
|_| Aation Magnels "Goldberg Hogan Group | $3.95/2 for $6.95 35 Wilbur St, Lynbrook, NY 11563 I 
|_| Framed Photos “Austin “Goldberg Sable () Check or M.0. payable to | 
a Sterling/Macfadden I 
~— CAVISA © CO MASTERCARD (Orders over $10.00 only) 1 
# Exp. | 
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Aditress ! 
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STEVE AUSTIN 
INCLUDING 
CAREER HIGHLIG 4 


BEHIND THE * 
SCENES INFO 


“STUNNING” $ 
ACTION PINUPS + 


" 
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REVEALING — - 
IN-DEPTH FEATURES 


AUSTIN 3:16 SAYS: “1 Whooped Their Ass!” 
is GOLDBERG Just A STONE COLD Ripoff? 
EXCLUSIVE PHOTO FEATURE: Raising Hell In The mest 
WRO‘S HOT- wee eee Moch i 


COLLECTOR'S 
_ ISSUE TOOAM 


STERLING/MACFADDEN DEPT. 756 
35 Wilbur Street, Lynbrook NY 11563 
~ Please send Stone Cold Special issue. 
Tenclose $499 each + $1.00 postage. Total 
Make check or MO. payable to: Sterling/Macfadden 


. CAREER ~~ 

HX HIGHLIGHTS yee 
BEHIND THE” 
SCENES INFO 


(NY State residents add sales tax) 
in send $9.00 each 
drawn on U.S. bank. 


GIVES EVERYONE 
THE CHANCE TO 
WEAR BEAUTIFUL 
STUD JEWELRY 
WITHOUT THE 
PERMANENCE 

OF A HOLE! 


LAK speci gold plated 
backing magnet is what 
makes it possible to wear 
magnetic jewelry safely 
and comfortably! 


Guaranteed to stay in place! 
Money back if not 100% satisfied! 
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Md $1.00 shipping. Total$ _—_. Check or M.0. payable to STERLING/MACFADDEN 
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For tree planting and care information, check 
our website at www.arborday.org. 


Make A 


Difference 


Tees are lots of ways you can 
help change our world. If you're 
concerned about the environment, 
and our planet's future, you can make 
a difference. You can plant a tree. 


It's amazing all the things trees 
do. They help clean our water with 
roots that filter out chemicals and 
hold the topsoil in place. They give 
our planet oxygen so we can all 
breathe a little easier. And they make 
your corner of the world even more 
enjoyable. 


It's wonderful what’people can do 
when they work together, planting 
trees and supporting their local urban 
forestry program. 


Make a difference in your 
community. Plant trees and support 
Tree City USA where you live. For 
more information, write: Tree City 
USA, The National Arbor Day 
Foundation, Nebraska City, NE 
68410. 


Hine Raters 
Day Foundation® 


www. Menor a ay.org 


ee = 


Ses 


Chantel expla 
Video BF 6 
Chantel Vs. Mr. LeFleu 
(mixed/office/face sitting) 
See Chantel, a sexy female gladiator, 5°6”, 
140 Ibs., revolt against her boss and cruelly 
torture him. She ends up in her tiny red 
panties and bra as she makes him suffer 
with mind boggling face sitting sessions. 
Approximately 50 minutes. $39.95. 
Female destroys her 


boss! 


Video BF7 
: Joy Vs. Jill (office / catfight) J 
Bill, es 140 WSs sce a shi Scgftish 


| Ih An int 

; apartment “XA 
Heidi Vs. Marissa © catfight that 

(Mixed / Apartment / Topless) ‘ had Heidi a sexy 
blonde with a super hot body violently battling ny i 
Marisssa, an equally hot brunette. The girls 
|} were swiftly stripped to bras and panties as they 
H pulled hair, bit and violently smacked each J 
others reddened butts. They went back and 
fourth with a lot of face sitting until 
the dominant winner was clear, 


Sisters Tangle! —. = Approx. 5 50 min.$39,95se 
= — : Intense face sitting! 


BLACK FALCON PRODUCTIONS 


Catfighting, Apartment, Mixed & Fantasy wrestling videos 


Order by Phone! 24 Hour Hotline (954) 984-8782 


All orders are processed and shipped within 24 hours! 


Visit 1 us on the internet www. PEE a8 net 


Video BF 12 
Lisa Vs. Christine Dupree 
(apartment / catfight Topless) 


Wild topless apartment 
catfight when two 
gorgeous sisters strip to 
bras and panties as they slap, spank, bite, and scream 
with erotic rage! Approximatrly 31 minutes. $39.95 


atico BE 20 
Shauni Ys. Jessica 
(Catfight / Office) 


Marissa retaliates 
against her rude 
boyfriend with her sexy 
powerful thighs that 
MH squash his head like a 
+ melon. Lengthy face 

Sitting and breast 
smother scenes! 

Approximately 47 
minutes, $39.95 


Video BF 30 
Kathy Vs. Marissa 
( Apartment / Catfight / Face Sitting ) 
Kathy tortures 
Marissa as they 
battle in bikinis 
with painful 
head scissors, 
grapevines, 
and long face sitting scenes, 
close ups and humiliation afp 
minutes, $39.6 


2 See the catfight of the century when Shaur 
and Jessica, two sexy co-workers strip 
each other down to bras and panties as 
they brutalize each other. Approx. 
52 minutes. $39.95 


Video BF 27 
Kathy Vs. Mr. Sanchez (Mixed / Office / Face Sitt?q. 
Kathy, in sexy 7 
white stockings, 
a bra and panties 
brutally punishes 
her boss with 
face sitting and 
many holds. She 
then orders him 
to strip to_ his briefs and beg for forgiveness 
Approx. 45 minutes. $39,056 


f 


Name: BF 6 Chantel Vs. Mr. LeFleu . 
dares: BF 9 Jill Vs. Chantel. bsspesacecivece 339.95 | 
City: Sintee Fan BF 12 Lisa Vs. Christine Dupree 39.95 | 
ve AIP: BF 14 Christine Dupree Vs. Pete 9S 
BF20 Shauni Vs. Jessica... | 
Signature; BF 23 Marissa Vs. Bill...... 


By Signing I verify that | am 21 years or older, 


Visa CARD # 
MC DISC. EXP. DATE 


BF 27 Kathy Vs. Mr. Sanchez. 
BF 30 Kathy Vs. Marissa.........:ccsesseeeees 
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Ovus OPAL (add $10 per tape) 


Se *heck ig ey order to: a 
Send Check or money order te = Postape alld bandiines Iuibe 


Order more & save! 
Black Falcon Productions United states add $4.50 for your Any 3 Videos for $95 or 5 videos for $150 


< entire onder. Canadian customers add 
Department W $4.50 for up to 2 tapes and $1.50 for 


P.O. Box 25718 SS cach aditional tape. All other 
Tamarac, FL 33320 = countries add $6.00 for the first Lape 
é ry IIID2! . 7 


* FLORIDA CUSTOMERS PLEASE ADD 6% SALES TAX 


Visit Our Web Site at 
www.blackfalcon.net 


and $2.50 for each additional tape. 


lease take the time to fill out the ballot on this page and send it in to Wrestling World, c/o Sterling 
Macfadden, 233 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10003. We will listen to what you have to say and write 
about the wrestlers you would like to see. New Editor Mike Greenblatt is up for anything! He’s hungry for 
ideas, wants to know who his readers are, wants to communicate with them and give them exactly what 
they want! So come participate in the grand adventure. This is your mag. Make it the best it could be. 


Name Age 


Favorite Article 


Least Favorite Article 


Favorite Wrestler 


Least Favorite Wrestler. 

Do You Own A Computer? Yes__No__ 

Do You Buy Pay-Per-Views? Yes__ No __ 

Favorite Federation? WWF_WCW__ECW__Indie (please specify) 

Which TV Shows Do You Watch? Smackdown_ Raw_Nitro__Thunder_Heat__ 

Friday Night ECW on TNN__ Saturday ECW on MSG__Other 

What Other Wrestling Mags Do You Read? 

What Music Do You Like? Metal_ Rap_ Alternative Blues Jazz_Classical__Latin__Country__Others___ 
Favorite Bands 


How Often Do You Attend Live Cards? 


What Would You Like To Read More Of? 


Is Wrestling Getting Too Sexy? 
Yes__No_ Not Nearly Sexy Enough For My Tastes__ 


Has The WWF Gone Too Far In Some Of Its Storylines? 
Yes__No_ Not Nearly Crude Far Enough For My Tastes___ 


Worst/Best WWF Plotline 
Mae Young’s Birth Of A Hand: Loved It__Hated It_ Thought It Was Funny__Thought It Was Disgusting __ 


Pat Patterson’s Smeared Undies: Loved It_ Hated It_ Thought It Was Funny__ Thought It Was Disgusting__Have 
Done It Myself__ 


Rikishi’s Big Ass: Love It_ Hate It_ Think It’s Funny__Think It’s Disgusting___ 


Females Getting Put Through Tables: Love It_ Hate It_ Think It’s Funny__Think It’s Disgusting__Want To Do It 
Myself__ 


The Godfather’s Ho’s: Love ‘Em__Hate ‘Em__Think They’re Funny__ Think They’re Disgusting __ 


Censor Steve Richards Morality Crusade: Think He’s Right_ Think He’s Wrong__Want To Put Him Through A 
Table__ 


Comments 


Yes, you can print my comments No, | don’t want my comments printed 
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STERLING/MACFADDEN, WW POSTER DEPT. #3 
35 Wilbur Street, Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 


Please send these 24" x 36" FULL COLOR POSTERS: 


O 3448 O 3440 O 3475 

OQ 3473 O 3471 O 3470 

O 3441 O 3474 O 332 

Only $4.98 + $1.00 shipping & handling each. 

I enclose $ for posters. 


OFFICIAL 
POSTERS! 


Check or M.O. payable to STERLING/MACFADDEN 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE_ = > ZiP ; ———————— 
NYS: add sales tax 
Canada: $8.00 each. Foreign: $12.00 each. 


Send Int'l Money Order for U.S. dollars drawn on U.S. bank. 


Continued from page 52 Special guest referee Mike Tyson holds back 
eee oe —_ Austin and Shawn Michaels at the press confer- 
mre ; ence announcing their Boston title match. 


On the set of Nash Bridges 
with Don Johnson and 
Cheech Marin. 


WRESTLING WORLD 74 


NPS FOREVER "Pars 
FRIENDSHIP 


www.foreverfriendship.com 


If you like to receive letters, and like to write, 
this is the perfect hobby for you... 
LETTER WRITING! 
Please print clearly or place your address label here. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITy. STATE ZIP CODE 
The Best Possible Connections Are Made! 


About you... FAVORITES 
(Check ONE Box In Each Group) 


Age: Age 17 or School Subject TV Program Music Color 
younger only! Art C1) Comedy 0 Alternative 0) Black 
English OD 1) Christian/G 1 O Bl 
wif age 18 or over, send a self-addressed cane Serko nsHen ecere ae 


7 = Gym O) Educational © Country O Green 
stamped envelope for our “Adult” form. Math Elimromor C Hard Rock/Metal 0 Red 
Sex: Malel) Female] 


Science 0) Science Fiction 1) Rap/R&B CO) Purple 
Social Studies O SportsEvent (©) Soft Rock/Po 0) Yellow 
Race: Caucasian (white) F P 
Afro-American (black) 


All 0 All 0 All 0 All 
Other O) Other 1 Other 0 Other 
: : Sport Food Computer Activity Animal 
Bi-Racial Baseball O Chocolate Oo Bintan 7 0 Bird 
Basketball 0 Ice Cream 0 E-Mail 
Football 0 Pizza C1) Games 
Hockey O) Salad C) Internet 
Soccer O) Spaghetti 1) Shopping 
Volleyball 0) Yogurt OC) Research 
All 0 All 0 All 
For your pen pal. Other ©) Other © Other 


If available would you prefer... Do you like... 
Female Yes 
Male School 


s Television 
Doesn’t Matter Music 


Movies 
Shoppin 
From where preferably... Sports 6 
United States Video Games 
Doesn’t Matter eae a Parks 
eople 
RECEIVING LETTERS 


OOOO00000 


Hispanic 
Am. Indian 
Asian 
Human 


OoOoOoo0o0o00g 


ooo00o0o00000 
nooooooooo0g 
nooooooooo04g 


Processing fees are: 
$3.00 for ONE pen pal connection, Please print clearly or place your address label here. 


or $5.00 for TWO pen pal connections to: 


FOREVER FRIENDSHIP Nawe 
P.O. BOX 1072 
MONTICELLO, MN 55362 U.S.A. Address 


Amount Enclosed $ City. 
Number of Pen Pal connections State 
Canada/ Foreign orders - ent required in U.S. funds. 


fa, one half of 

the legendary 

tag-team the 

Wild 

Samoans, 
reclines backstage, 
proudly watching over 
the wrestlers that com- 
pose his WXW (World X- 
treme Wrestling) promo- 
tion as they perform at 
Allentown, PA’s annual 
Sportsfest. The promo- 
tion has appeared at the 
annual outdoor event for 
a number of years and 
has featured special 
appearances by The 
Rock, Mick Foley, King 
Kong Bundy, Tony Ailas, 
Tito Santana, and the 
late Owen Hart among 
others. 

For Afa, the WXW and 
his family’s three Wild 
Samoan Pro Wrestling 
Training Centers are the 
spoils of a long hard- 
fought career that began 
in the early 1970s. 

Along with the Harts, 
the McMahons and the 
Von Erichs, the 
Samoans have an 
extended lineage in pro- 
fessional wrestling. The 
Wild Samoan family tree 
includes Afa’s late 
brother, “High Chief” 
Peter Maivia (“it all start- 
ed with my late Uncle 


Peter, who my Dad adopted 


ue 


continue well 


into the future 
now that 15- 

i year-old Afa 
Jr., The 

} Samoan 

"™ Storm, is 

} already a ring 
phenomenon. 
The proud 
father says he 
will continue 

} to nurture Afa 
Jr. until he 
turns 18, at 
which time it 
will be his 
son’s deci- 
sion whether 
he opts to 
make 

| wrestling a 

m| full-time 
career or not. 
The Wild 

|) Samoan fami- 
4 ly even 
extends to 
the other 

1 squared circle 
sport. Afa has 
| also been 
part of the 
ring team for 
his nephew, 
heavyweight 
boxer, David 


Hell of a Family Portrait, huh? Ex-Heavyweight Champion Yokozuna stands “The 


proud amongst his clan. That’s Mr. Fuji and Afa in the middle with a young Terminator” 
Rikishi holding hands with his Head Shrinker tagteam partner Samu. Tua 


Kid and The Rock. Afa’s Uncle is 


as my brother,” says Afa), his broth- | the legendary Mr. Fuji (who with 
er/tagteam partner Sika, his sons Toru Tanaka was a heavyweight 
Samu (Wild Samoan # 3) and L.A. | tagteam title holder and then suc- 


Smooth (one-half of The Samoan 


cessful manager). His brother-in- 


Gangstas), his nephews Yokozuna, | jaw is Rocky Johnson (famed foot- 
Fatu (better known as WWF super- | ball player and then WWF wrestler, 
star Rikishi), Matt E. Smalls (the the father of The Rock). And the 

other Samoan Gangsta), The Tonga | Samoan wrestling legacy is sure to 


76 WRESTLING WORLD 


“We're like 
the Hart Family in 
many ways,” agrees Afa. 

Following the tragic death of 
WWF superstar Owen Hart in 
March, 1999, WXW held a tribute 
show at its base of operations in 
Hazelton, PA. 

“It was from my heart to the Hart 
family,” says Afa. “l knew Owen 


P.O. BOX 453 ORADELL, N.J. 07649 * (201) 261-4982 FAX( 201) 385-9291 
WRESTLING FIGURES*AUTHENTIC AUTOGRAPHS 


SHIPPING ORDERS EL EBSE REFER TO TERMS AT BOTTOM OF ADVERTISEMENT _ 


(both signatures) $0 


Items Mint in Ori 


WWF LJN FIGURES 
Andre the Giant (unpackaged) 
short hair $25 
Andre the Giant (unpackaged) 
long hair $25 
Ax (unpackaged) $35 


British Bulldogs Tag Team (unpackaged) 


$65 
British Bulldogs (unpackaged) 
set of 2 
Bobby Heenan (unpackaged) $15 
Brutus Beefcake (unpackaged) $15 
Don Muraco $50 
Freddie Blassie $45 
Greg Valentine (unpackaged) $15 
Hercules Hernandez (unpackages) $15 
Hill Billy Jim (unpackaged) $15 
Honky Tonk Man $65 
Hulk Hogan Red Shirt RARE $350 
Hulk Hogan White Shirt 
(unpackaged) $75 
Iron Sheik (unpackaged) $15 
Jake the Snake $50 
Jake the Snake (unpackaged) $25 
Jesse the Body (unpackaged) 
Jimmy Hart (unpackaged) 
Jimmy Snuka (unpackaged) 
Johnny V (unpackaged) 
Kamala (unpackaged) 
Lou Albano 
Macho Man (unpackaged) 
Mean Gene (unpackaged) 
Nikolai Volkoff (unpackaged) $15 
Paul Ormdorf $45 
Referee $75 
Referee (unpackaged) $45 
Ricky Steamboat (unpackaged) $15 
Sgt. Slaughter (unpackaged) 
RARE $100 
Strike Force Tag Team Tito Santana 
& Rick Martel (unpackaged) $99 
Tag Team $15 
Greg Valentine 
Vince McMahon 

BUYING ¢ BUYING » BUYING 
WRESTLING & ACTION FIGURES & TOYS 

QUANTITY LARGE OR SMALL 


Akeem 

Andre the Giant 
AX 

Bart Gunn 

British Bulldog 
Bushwackers 
Demolition 
Dusty Rhodes 
Earthquake 
Greg Valentine 
Honky Tonk Man 
Hulk Hogan 

IRS 

Koko B. Ware 
Lex Luger 
Legion of Doom 
Ludwig Borga 
Macho King R. Savage 
Macho Man R. Savage 
Nasty Boys 

Rick Rude 

Ricky Steamboat 
Rockers 

Roddy Piper 
Samu 

Sgt. Slaughter 
Tatanka 
Typhoon 


WWF rigi FIGURES 


$50 
$100 
$35 
$55 
$18 
$18 
$70 
$250 
$25 
$15 
$30 


Ultimate Warrior, Green trunks $30 


Ultimate Warrior, Purple 


Undertaker 
Yokozuno (green) 


$25 
$25 
$45 


WWF HASBRO Yellow Card Figures 


Crush 

Kamala 

Razor Ramone 
Shawn Michaels 


WWF PLAYMATES 
Large Talking Undertaker 
WWF JAKKS 


Blue Blazer 
Brett Hart 
Owen Hart 
Godwins 


Championship Title 4 Pack 


$25 
$25 
$25 
$25 


$40 


$68 
$15 
$25 
$18 


WE BUY WRESTLING FIGURES: 


TERMS: Prices subject to change. No call-backs on sold out items. U.S. Customers: Shipping & insurance $5 and up. NJ Residents add 6% sales tax. Money orders 
get faster service. Checks must clear (2 weeks). 10 day money back guarantee on all items. International orders welcomed. Please inquire about shipping overseas. 
Trades accepted, most at 30% to 70% of Retail Value. 


ime Pac 


F JAKKS Continued 
Magazine Exclusive Collector Fig. 
Rare: Undertaker (metallic blue) $25 
Magazine Exclusive Collector Fig. 
RARE: Sable (in armor) $25 
Stone Cold $20 
Diesel $75 
Rock $15 
Razor Ramone $95 
Off the Mat 4 Pack $39 
Bad Bonz 3- Pack $39 
Referee $25 
Undertaker $20 
Wrestlemania (4-pack) $39 
Attitude (4-pack) $39 
Other Jakks available Call with Wants 
WWF STRETCHUMS 
Lex Luger & Brett Hart, Set of 2 
Figures $35 
WWF RARE GIANT FIGURES, 15", 
STAR TOYS, SPAIN 
Hacksaw Jim Duggan $150 
Jake the Snake $135 
Ultimate Warrior $150 
WCW Wrestling ring wireal sound $35 
Wrestling Gift set 
with Hulk Hogan & Sting $49 


WCW FIGURES BY GALOOB 1990 
Sting $25 
Brian Pillman $40 
Lex Luger $25 
Rick Flair $25 
Tom Zenk $25 
Fabulous Freebirds (RARE) $200 


WCW Packs of Cards 1991, 
$1 per pack 
Features top stars: Sid, Steiners, 
Luger, Flair, & others 


WWF Wrestlemania 

3-Packs of Cards, $2.00 per pack 
RARE TALKING WRESTLING RING 
FROM SPAIN -Hasbro $95 


[_ SUNNYS25 | 
oa Noted 


AU 
PHOTOS 


All photos come with a 

Certificate of Authenticity. 
Nasty Boys, both signatures $20 
Ax $15 
Christian $20 
Edge $25 
Gangrel $20 
Luna $20 
Debra McMichael $25 
Doink $15 
Chris Jericho $30 
The Hardy Boyz (both signatures) a 
Terry Funk 
Al Snow 
Kane 
Kane Giant 16 x 20 
Valvenus - 
Missy Hyatt sexy pose 
Macho Man & Gorgeous George 
(both signatures) $45 
George the Animal Steele $18 
Jim Niedhart $20 
Bam Bam Bigelow $15 
King Kong Bundy $15 
Kimona Wana Laya $20 
Typhoon $15 
Greg Valentine $15 
Gillberg $20 
Godfather HO “Kristi” $20 
Missy Hyatt $15 
Bruno Sammartino $25 
Mankind $25 
Marty Jannetty $18 
Dude Love $20 
Cactus Jack $20 
Owen Hart $50 
Dan Severn $15 
Sycho Sid $25 
Sable $30 
Sunny $25 
Marlena. $25 
TEST $20 
Tammy Lynn Bytch Beaula $20 


All Wrestling Autograph Photos Are 
Guaranteed to be Authentic! 


CALL 201-261-4982 
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since he was six years old. The 
benefit was: held at a small place, 
but the principle of what we did 
went a long way. Everyone involved 
with the show, from me and my 
wife to the wrestlers and the crew, 
donated their time and energy for 
the event. No one was allowed 'to 
sell merchandise, because at 

most benefit shows, per- 
formers give a percentage 
of the merchandise they 
sell and we all know what 
that percentage usually is. 

“The very first territory 
my brother and | worked 
in was Calgary [Stampede 
Wrestling], which was run 
by [Hart Family patriarch] 
Stu Hart. We remained 
there for two years. The 
Harts smartened us up 
about the business. My 
brother Sika and | are seri- 
ous people, but in the 
beginning, we didn’t 
understand the politics 
behind wrestling. We just 
performed and hoped that 
we would get over to the 
people so we could earn a 
living.” 

Afa was inspired to 
become a professional 
wrestler by the “High 
Chief” Peter Maivia (the 
grandfather of The Rock). 
He jokes that he was “too 
big to do anything else.” 

“Peter wanted someone 
to hand the torch to and 
he chose me,” he says. 

Afa was trained by 
Maivia along with Kurt Von 
Stieker. He also credits his 
good friend Ricky 
Thompson and brother-in- 
law Rocky Johnson with 
helping to develop his 
skills. Afa later trained his 
brother and tag-team part- 
ner Sika. 

“After touring for two years 
throughout Canada, we were dis- 
covered by Andre the Giant,” 
recalls Afa. “Back in those days, 
wrestlers had a number of territo- 
ries to work. After working for five 
or six months in one territory, you 
could head south before people 
tired of you. [During our travels,] 
we'd often see Andre the Giant. He 
liked us and told us that he was 
going to talk to a promoter in New 
York, where they needed a good 
tag-team. Sure enough, Vince 
McMahon Sr. called and asked if 
we wanted to try out for the WWWF 
(as it was formerly known). No one 
turns down a chance to go to New 
York. At the time, we were just 
goofing around on the beach in 


Pensacola [Florida] and we had to 
borrow money from a friend to get 
up North. 

“| loved that man (the late Vince 
McMahon Sr.). When we met him 
for the first time in Allentown, it 
was the holiday season. He gave 
us starting dates and he asked us 


Afa withjHulk Hogan 


what we were doing. We had just 
finished working with Cowboy Bill 
Watts’ promotion in Louisiana and 
were planning to head home for 
the holidays. So [McMahon] gave 
my brother and me $3,000 each to 
go home and celebrate Christmas. 
That was a lot of money in the 
1970s and | didn’t even know this 
man. On the ride home, | spoke to 
my brother and we agreed that we 
needed to give him both our loyal- 
ty and all of our ability. We started 
working for him and got over with 
the crowd real well. 

“Vince McMahon Jr. [who now 
presides over the WWF] was a 
broadcast announcer at the time. 
His dad was very close to my fam- 


ily and we were very honest with 
him. That was why we were the tag 
team champions three times.” 
When Vince McMahon Jr. single- 
handedly reinvented professional 
wrestling as sports entertainment 
after taking hold of the reign of his 
father’s business in the late 1970s, 
things changed drastically. 
“Vince certainly has a 
lot of good ideas,” 
agrees Afa. “He tells me 
that times change and 
you have to go with the 
times. He is a very good 
) businessman. | have 
»} remained loyal to him.” 
} Afa, in fact, was one of 
the few people to stand 
§) by McMahon when the 
government put him on 
trial over steroids in the 
early 1990s. [McMahon 
was found innocent.] 

“| went to the court- 
house and was almost 
arrested,” laughs Afa. “1 
got sent for by the judge 
and he said that one of 
the reporters, who did 
not like Vince, saw me 
wink at a juror. If any- 
thing, | should have been 
[reprimanded] for what | 
was saying to the 
wrestlers who testified 
against Vince. 

“| got a call from [tele- 
vision tabloid show] Hard 
Copy, who was going to 
pay me money to talk 
about Vince, along with 
[McMahon detractor] 
“Superstar” Billy Graham, 
but | turned them down. 
Vince knows how loyal | 
am to him and that is one 
of the reasons why he 
brought me back [to 
manage the 
Headshrinkers in the late 

1980s and early 1990s]. 

“Vince Sr. told us that we would 
always be a part of the McMahon 
family as long as he was alive and 
Vince Jr. knows that. But the busi- 
ness has changed and today you 
have to be a pretty guy in order to 
make it.” 

Afa opened the Wild Samoan 
Pro Wrestling Training Center well 
over 25 years ago “to give some- 
thing back.” 

“| was blessed to have the prop- 
er training and that is why | believe 
that my brother and | were so suc- 
cessful as ‘The Wild Samoans,” he 
says. “I trained my kids the same 
way and their careers speak for 
themselves. | wanted to give the 
young upcoming stars of tomorrow 
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the chance to have a place to train 
where they can get the correct 
training and learn to respect this 
great sport. | feel that if | can touch 
just one life and make a difference, 
it is all worth it. 
My other goal is 
to keep kids off 
the street and 
away from drugs 
and crime. 

“I try to get 
them in to my 
school when they 
turn 18 years old, 
so that they can 
focus on training, 
exercise and 
good health. | first 
started to train 
and assist stu- 
dents in Florida. 
That is where | 
helped Hulk 
Hogan, “Mr. 
Wonderful” Paul 
Orndorff, The late Junkyard Dog, 
Brutus “The Barber” Beefcake, 
Michael Hayes (Freebird Dok 
Hendrix) and Luna Vachon. 

“| later opened a school in 
Connecticut where | trained “The 
Big Cheese” Sal Corrente, Virgil 
(WCW’s Vincent), Yukon Jack, 
Sherri Martell, and Yokozuna, Fatu 
[Rikishi], and The Tonga Kid. Some 
of my students in the Pennsylvania 
school were John Rambo, who has 
gone on and made me very proud, 
and [WCW Cruiserweight 
Champion] Billy Kidman.” 

“Billy’s parents didn’t think he 
was going to make it,” remembers. 
Afa. “But after he started with the 
WCW, they came by the school and 
said they were sorry. When he first 
joined my school, his parents told 
him that nothing would come of it 
and he would be wasting his 
money.” 

“| started the promotion in 1985 
(before his last run in the WWF),” 
explains Afa. “My old company was 
Transworld Wrestling, but | dropped 
that name as a favor to Vince 
McMahon, who considered TWWEF 
too close for comfort. So | agreed, 
because he is a very good friend. 

“I still work for WWE. | let them 
know about the young prospects at 
my school. And | have a lot of 
prospects about to hit the market, 
including this six-foot nine-inch kid 
called the Hungarian Barbarian. | 
also have a great tag team called 
the Love Connection.” 

The promotion has toured the 
world, heading as Far East as Saudi 
Arabia. 

“(The Arabian People] are quite 
fond of wrestling,” says Afa, “But 
they’re 20 years behind the time, so 
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he Headshrinkers with their two ‘managers, Captain 


Ti Lou | 
Albano (left) and Afa The Wild Samoan. Note a young Rikishi |j) ‘ 
(next to Captain Lou). : 


they are just seeing tapes of me 
and my brother wrestling now. The 
older you are, the better it is for you 
over there.” 

Now that wrestling has become 


ie 
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extremely popular again, fans, both 
old and new, are interested in the 
sport’s rich history and are hungry 
for tapes of classic matches from 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

“To me, that was when wrestling 
was great,” says Afa. “Wrestling 
may be more popular today, but I’m 
from the old school. I’m troubled 
that the larger federations are get- 
ting away from wrestling and are 
[concentrating on more adult 
themes]. | was brought up in a 
wrestling world where it was just 
‘we'll kick your ass or you'll kick 
ours.’ Today, if you have a good 
body and you are good looking, you 
are going to be all right. In our day, 
you had to wrestle and you had to 
perform. 

“It is easier for young people to 
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get into the business today than it 
was in my day. There are too many 
wrestling schools now. When | was 
growing up, there were no schools. 
You had to know someone and you 
hoped that that person would 
train you and tell you about the 
business. Today, wrestlers with 
no 

name, who never made it in the 
business, are opening schools. 

“Wrestling is my whole life. | 
don’t know anything but 
wrestling. It has been really 
good to my family and it contin- 
ues to be good to me, so | will 
do what | can to protect it. And 
one of the things | want to do is 
train these kids right. 
Unfortunately, too many of the 
schools out there are just taking 
these kids’ money. Some of 
| these schools say that they can 
train you in just three months. 
How can someone really learn 
about something like profes- 
sional wrestling in just three 
months?” 

Afa is also concerned that too 
many wrestlers no longer protect 
the business and are all too willing 
to discuss things that were once 
held in secret. 

“Today, too many people are will- 
ing to say that ‘wrestling is this, or 
wrestling is that,’” he laments. “Still, 
| think that wrestling will always be 
here. It is the oldest sport in the 
world and people have unsuccess- 
fully tried to kill it for years. | think 
that eventually it will get back to 
[straightforward] wrestling. They 
have to move away from the gim- 
micks, get back to the straight 
wrestling and make it a place where 
parents can bring their kids.” 
--Vinny Cecolini® 
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Can you tell which 
current WWF super- 
star this is? His real 
name is Glen 

_ Jacobs. Back in 
1996, he was going 
under the name of 
Dr. Isaac Yankem 
(an evil dentist). 
Now? Say hello to 
Kane! Photo: Don 
Laible 


In 1998, Too Cool was Too Much. 


Vince McMahon 
as a rookie 
announcer inter- 
viewing Bruno 
Sammartino 
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Ric Flair on a good hair day with a chin 
lock on Chief Wahoo McDaniel. 
Photo: Howard Baum 
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When They Were Married: 
Husband Gold Dust, now under 
contract with WCW, and wife 
Terri Runnels, now Terri of WWF. 
The two are now divorced. 
Photo: Frank White 


The Road Warriors, Animal and 
Hawk, one of the most dominant 
tag teams of all time, were, for a 


- 3 brief time, known as the Legion 
This rather automotive wrestler Of Doom, forced to wear these 


: BUS, 
i = _ 
was known as Sparky Plug (haha- silly costumes! 
= haha). Now, Robert Holly is known 
\ . fe as WWF's Hardcore Holly. —— 
aw ! | / . 


When X-Pac— 
real name Sean 
Waltman—was 
known as The 
1-2-3 Kid 


Meet The Rock’s 
grandfather, 
High Chief Peter 
Maivia (left) with 
“Crippler” Ray 
Stevens. Fora 
more extensive 
look at The 
Rock’s famous 
fighting family, 
see page 79. 
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